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2019 International Summer School 
 

 
ISSU9EL - Education and Learning 
 
School of Education 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
This handout gives you information about: 

 the module aims and objectives; 

 teaching methods and assessment; 

 seminar outlines; 

 essay question and submission date; 

 bibliography. 
 
 
2. MODULE AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
(i) Aims 
 
The module aims to explore the purposes of education and how this translates into 
curriculum offerings within the Scottish Education system in the context of the UK. The 
module will also consider the issues of learners’ identities within pre-school, primary, 
secondary and further education. 
 
(ii) Learning Outcomes 
 
This module offers the following learning outcomes: 
 
Specific knowledge and understanding of current developments in education 
 

 Gain a broad understanding of what the education system in Scotland in the context 
of the UK; 

 To understand the policy context that informs this; 

 To develop some understanding and knowledge of the wider issues of learners’ 
identities that impacts upon learning. 
 

Generic skills (eg information skills/oral and written communication skills/numeracy/team 
working/personal organisational skills) 
 

 To be able to use ICT skills to access core resources; 

 To take part in critical discussions and informed debate; 

 To take an active role in group work; 

 To be aware of the ethical and professional issues that inform educational practice; 

 To develop academic writing in this subject area at an introductory level. 
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Cognitive (eg analytical / problem-solving/interperative/critical reasoning) 
 

 To undertake an evaluation of the education system in the UK and the policy context 
that informs it; 

 To critically analyse the wider issues of learners’ identities that impact upon 
learning; 

 To be able to synthesise resources from reading, observation and discussion. 
 
 
3. MODULE STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
 
The module will consist of a weekly three-hour seminar which will be supported by a 
selection of readings and other media which will need to be read and considered in advance 
of the seminar. To support these reflective questions about the materials will be provided. 
All of the resources will be placed on SUCCEED, the University of Stirling’s virtual learning 
environment (VLE) and will be used by students through the duration of the module. When 
relevant the seminars will draw upon the experiences of practising teachers who will attend 
the relevant sessions. There will also be two field trips. One of the field trips will be to a local 
state secondary school whilst the other will be to the Scotland Street Museum in Glasgow.  
 
Attendance is compulsory and preparation essential. Attendance is part of the assessment 
requirement of the module. Students who are absent for more than one third of the 
prescribed classes and the field trips will receive no grade. If a student is unable to attend a 
particular seminar, the tutor should be notified of the circumstances without delay. 
 
All general enquiries about the module should be addressed to Dr Roy Canning at 
roy.canning@stir.ac.uk or on 01786 467613. 
 
Students will be required to submit one essay of 2000 words which will be weighted at 80%. 
A further 20% will be based on attendance and active participation in the seminars and field 
trips. 
 
4. LECTURES/TUTORIALS 
 
 
The structure and organisation of education 
 
In this seminar we will look at how the education system is structured within Scotland in the 
context of the UK from early years through to Further Education and the theories of 
pedagogies that inform these. Attention will be directed at the organisation and structure of 
primary and secondary education. 
 
What is happening in schools in Scotland now? 
 
A particular focus of this seminar will be a case study of the current curriculum changes in 
Scotland, that of Curriculum for Excellence. It will also look at the recent changes in 
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assessment practice in schools with the introduction the new National 4 and National 5 
certificated courses. This will include a visit to a local state secondary school. 
 
Further Education  
 
The seminar will explore issues related to education in the upper secondary school and 
Further Education Colleges. We will explore how vocational education is organised within 
the UK and contrast this with other European countries.  
 
Experiential Learning: the shift from elitism to inclusion  
 
This seminar will be based upon a practical session looking at the changes in pedagogy 
brought into practice through the Curriculum for Excellence. It will investigate the shift in 
teaching strategies from teacher led methods to pupil initiated learning. The focus will be on 
the Significant Aspects of Learning (SAoL) model developed by Education Scotland. Students 
will require to bring suitable clothing for an outdoor physical activity / sport session. 
 
 
ESSAY  
 
To be submitted electronically through the School of Education office. Guidance on this will 
be provided at the first seminar. 
 
Students are required to complete the essay question below. In should be no longer than 
2000 words, No student will be penalised for submitting an assignment which is +/- 10% of 
the word limit. Students are asked to record the number of words in their essay on the 
School of Education’s submission sheet. If an assignment goes beyond the word limit it will 
be penalised by one university grade (e.g. 2C to 2D). The intention here is to encourage 
students to be concise and exclude material that is not relevant to the argument. 
 
When there are good grounds such as illness or bereavement for seeking an extension, an 
application should be submitted on a form obtainable from the School’s office in Pathfoot 
B33. 
 
Coursework submitted after the due date will be penalised by one university grade for every 
day that it is late.  
 
Anonymous marking of education assignments is standard school practice. Therefore your 
name should not appear on the essay cover sheet nor anywhere within the submission. 
Instead you should use your student registration number. Please retain a copy of your 
assignment in case you are required to produce a copy. 
 
Please consult the School of Education’s undergraduate handbook for guidance on 
plagiarism, the appropriate referencing format to use and the grading scheme. It is both 
important and essential that you consider this guidance carefully. Failure to do so may have 
a detrimental affect on your submission. 
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Finally, it is important advice that you should read as widely as possible to inform your 
assignment. Reading should draw upon policy texts, book chapters, articles and 
monographs. 
 
 
 
Essay question 
 

Every child has the right to be educated to meet their full potential. What factors help or 
hinder this ambition within the Scottish Education system? Discuss this in respect of one 
of the themes that you have covered in this module.   
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