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Academic Area: 
Culture and International Studies 

 
CISaustralia is a leading provider of overseas study, intern, and volunteer programs for 
Australian university students. We pride ourselves in providing personally and 
academically engaging programs in each of our carefully chosen overseas locations.  
 
CISaustralia is committed to working closely with partner universities in Australia and 
providing students with academic credit towards their degree for any overseas study, 
volunteer or intern experience. Over 98% of CISaustralia participants receive academic 
credit from their Australian university for their CISaustralia study, volunteer or intern 
program. 
 
Please find the following subjects and associated programs related to Culture and 
International Studies. (Please note: For exact program dates and subject offerings for 
programs with multiple sessions, please visit the specific program web pages). 
 

 

July in Aix-en-Provence, France 
(Click to view course and program details)  

 
CROSS CULTURAL STUDIES IN FOOD AND CULTURE – FRE306A – 3 credits  
Both the Mediterranean diet and French Gastronomy have been declared by UNESCO as 
world heritage. This course will explore the language and the culinary customs of French 
cuisine, examining differences in food patterns between the US and France, the 
fundamentals of French and regional food and eating, including the history, and use of 
ingredients, as well as political and economic factors affecting rural French food 
systems. 
 
WRITING IN PROVENCE: LITERATURE AND REGIONAL CULTURE – FRE/LIT383A – 3 
credits 
Conducted in French 
 
How writers whose subjects celebrate Provence and the interactions between its 
inhabitants and its visitors help students better comprehend their own immersion in the 
region and in the language. This course will guide students to analyze and write their 
own personal reflections inspired by regional writers such as Marcel Pagnol, Jean Giono, 
René Char, Maylis de Kérangal, Stendhal and others. 
 
 
 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/france/july-in-aix-en-provence/academics#anchor
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – IR/POL303 – 3 credits 
Introduction to international relations with emphasis on how international relations 
have changed as a result of globalisation. 
 

 

July in Barcelona, Spain 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
SPORTS AND SOCIETY IN SPAIN AND CATALONIA – IS 320 – 3 Credits 
Taught in English or Spanish. This course will examine various aspects of the relationship 
between sport and society in Spain, with a particular emphasis on sports with a long 
tradition in Catalonia. We will examine both the impact of sport on Spanish society and 
the influence of society on the practice of sport in Spain. The course begins with a 
consideration of general theoretical questions in the study of sport before moving on to 
an account of the historical development of sports in Spain in general and in Catalonia in 
particular. We also examine the reciprocal influences of sport violence, gender, race and 
ethnic and national identities in Spain. 
 
CONTEMPORARY SPANISH SOCIETY: FROM DICTATORSHIP TO DEMOCRACY – SPAN 350 
– 3 Credits 
Taught in English or Spanish. Why are Spaniards currently exhuming mass graves of the 
Civil War? How can the country tolerate an unemployment rate of 20 percent? Why has 
Catalan and Basque nationalism dominated politics for decades? Why does a country with 
a historic reputation for machismo boast such progressive laws on gender and gay 
marriages? How come political corruption remains so prevalent? This course examines 
political and social issues relevant to Spaniards today. It begins by discussing recent 
history in order to contextualize the major themes of the past few decades. It then moves 
to those subjects that emerged out of the transition to democracy – regionalism, 
terrorism, and linguistic pluralism – and still account for many of the peculiarities of 
Spanish politics. The second half of the course analyzes “Spain’s Second Transition” under 
José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero by focusing on immigration, Islamic fundamentalism, foreign 
policy, gender and family relations, historical memory, political corruption, and the 
economic crisis. The course is multi-disciplinary, consisting of a mixture of readings from 
political science, history, and cultural studies. Each session will consist of a lecture and a 
class discussion. 
 

 
July in Cusco, Peru 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY AND CULTURE OF PERU – 3 Credits (48 hours) 
Taught in English or Spanish. This course allows students to explore and understand 
Peruvian society today as the result of a series of historical, anthropological and 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/spain/july-in-barcelona/academics#anchor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/peru/july-in-peru/academics#anchor
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sociological processes and transformations. This exciting journey through Peru’s past and 
present begins with the historical background (pre-Inca and Inca cultures, European 
colonization and independence), providing a pathway to a better understanding of 
current Peruvian politics and the nation’s economy, spirituality, social conflicts and 
environmental challenges. A wide range of field trips, ranging from government 
institutions to informal markets, will introduce participants to different aspects of daily 
life in Cusco. 
 
CULTURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION – 3 CREDITS (48 HOURS) 
Taught in English or Spanish. This course demonstrates to students the importance of 
cultural heritage in our contemporary world. They will study procedures and policies 
designed to conserve culturally significant buildings and landscapes. Topics addressed 
by the course include: heritage site registration and cataloguing, UNESCO Heritage 
Conservation Charters, and principal restoration and conservation techniques. In Cusco, 
once the capital of the Inca Empire, a number of conservation projects remain ongoing. 
Students will visit archaeological and historical sites, in order to see for themselves how 
such theoretical knowledge is applied in practice. 
 
CULTURAL TOURISM IN CUSCO AND PERU – 3 Credits (48 hours)  
Taught in English. This course addresses the cultural aspect of tourism, which is 
remarkably rich in the Peruvian context. The aim is to equip students with the concepts 
that will help them to better understand this aspect of tourism, while introducing them 
to a broad range of cultural attractions: archaeological sites, museums, local customs and 
traditions, art and festivities. Students are guided towards a deeper understanding of 
cultural tourism through a number of field trips in Cusco and the surrounding region. 
 
HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THE INCAS – 3 Credits (48 hours) 
Taught in English or Spanish. This course introduces students to the most renowned of all 
pre-colonial South American societies, enabling them to explore its history in the 
heartland of the Inca state: the ancient capital city of Cusco. The course covers key aspects 
of the social structure, political development, economy, technology, religion and 
spirituality of the Incas. The central aim of the course is to guide students towards a 
deeper understanding of this extraordinary non-Western culture and its role in world 
history. Visits to archaeological sites and museums are included. 
 
PARTICIPATORY AND IMMERSION TOURISM IN PERU – 3 Credits (48 hours) 
Taught in English. This course analyzes the experience of tourism in Peru in terms of 
cultural immersion. It addresses the best known practices of cultural immersion, offering 
an insight into the life of those native Andean communities facing a future in which 
tourism will constitute a new economic resource. Students will be guided towards a 
better understanding of the differences between classic tourism activities and cultural 
immersion, discovering how tourism has been integrated into the life of Andean 
communities. Visits to indigenous communities form an essential part of the learning 
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process. At the end of the course, students will be encouraged to propose improvements 
to cultural immersion activities, based on their own experience. 
 

 

July in Florence, Italy 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
CULTURAL INTRODUCTION TO ITALY - GSANCI202 – 3 credits 
The study of Italian culture helps the student to acquire a deep awareness of both cultural 
unity and regional diversity. This course is intended to provide students with an in-depth 
introduction to Italian culture and to broaden one’s awareness and understanding of the 
role of cultural heritage in customs and lifestyles. Lectures will provide students with an 
organized, focused, and academic understanding of Italian history, art, architecture, food, 
religion, and culture. The course provides additional enrichment through basic notions of 
Italian language and terminology along with assigned readings and a final paper. On-site 
teaching is a significant part of this course and is aimed to provide the student with an 
incomparable experience of studying important sites of artistic architectural and social 
relevance in present-day Italy. Students are encouraged to observe the sites through 
active participation and to discuss their observations using specific and analytic social 
assessment skills. This course includes an Italian language component for beginning-level 
students.  
 
DANTE ALIGHIERI’S FLORENCE: READINGS AND CULTURAL WALKS – ISISDF340 – 3 
credits 
This course will examine excerpts of Dante Alighieri’s greatest passages from the Divine 
Comedy and other works in relation to the space and history of Florence. Textual analyses 
will be performed, unpacking the dense symbolism and motifs reflective of the 
intellectual and moral climate during 14th century Florence. Students will visit churches, 
piazzas, and palaces within the city and will examine these locations in the context of 
Dante’s life and surrounding controversy, the accusations and denunciations in his 
writings, the physical descriptions of the city and the characters and historical figures 
present in his works. This course includes an Italian language component for beginning-
level students.  
 
FLORENTINE ART WALKS – GSUSFW280 – 3 credits 
This course examines the city of Florence with themed walks offering a comprehensive 
approach to the city as an open-air cultural, historical, and artistic research site from its 
Roman foundation to its contemporary Zeitgeist. Students will learn the history of the city 
through its art: they will understand how buildings, streets, squares and monuments can 
be mapped as living traces of multiple, overlapping layers of a complex past and how to 
encode them in their personal appropriation of the city. Starting from learning hoe to 
decode the artistic environment of the city to unveil its traces, both visible and invisible, 
the course aims at understanding the main social and cultural reasons underlying the 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/italy/july-in-florence/academics#anchor
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existing shape of the city. The course explores traces and evidences from Roman times 
through Middle Ages, Renaissance, Mannerism and Baroque, up to Art Nouveau and 
contemporary Florence. Students will be provided with a consistent theoretical 
background related to relevant historic-artistic landmarks and their social and cultural 
context and main characters (Guelphs vs. Ghibellines, the Florentine Guilds, Dante, the 
Medici family, Botticelli, Michelangelo, Ghirlandaio, Ammannati, Pontormo, etc. Students 
will be encouraged to develop their own experiential tools and strategies to approach the 
city through guided field learning activities that assess research, on-site involvement, and 
academic outcome for each themed walk in Florence.  
 
FOOD, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY – FWCACC350 – 3 credits 
Prerequisites: Baking and Pastry majors only. 
 
Though food diversifies throughout the world according to local cultural backgrounds, 
there is a common ground in the universal approach to food: it is a part of everyday life 
and sharing food is still one of the greatest examples of humans acting as social creatures. 
Italy represents a unique case for now food is both celebrated and is involved in cultural 
celebrations that are still fundamental in Italian society. This course will provide students 
with a full immersion in the relationship between food and the local community in Italy, 
focusing on the many moments that represent conviviality in Italian culture and society. 
Coursework includes a wide variety of field learning activities through which students will 
be introduced to local and traditional crafts, food markets, typical street food vendors, 
local purchasing groups, community-supported agriculture, and countryside food 
festivals as fundamental milestones in the Italian gastro-social tradition. Through hands-
on experiences and on-site activities students will learn the fundamental of community-
geared food production and will acquire a deeper understanding of food as an essential 
element of society. This class includes experiential learning with our Community 
Engagement Member Institutions (CEMI). CEMI are dynamic learning environments 
created to foster learning through a structured interaction with the community. In 
addition to regular lecture hours, students will be involved in learning by doing through 
real projects and integration with the local population and territory in order to remove 
cultural and learning barriers as well as to develop a strong likelihood for success in life. 
The experiential learning hours are fully supervised by instructors who tract students step 
by step during their learning experience, monitor and advise according to student needs, 
and support student initiative. This unique learning model allows students to benefit from 
an all-encompassing educational experience based on theory and practice in real 
enterprises, learning of comprehensive operational processes, problem solving, 
leadership and management. Food labs on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Ganzo aperitivo 
project shift on one Wednesday.  
 
FOOD, CULTURE, AND SOCIETY IN ITALY - FWFCFC340 – 3 credits 
This course is targeted towards students with an interest in Italian food traditions, society, 
and culture. The main focus consists of what is generally defined as "made in Italy" culture 
and style in post-war Italy. Also covered are the relationships between Italian traditions, 



 

  www.cisaustralia.com.au 

folklore and contemporary Italian society drawing from examples including festivals, 
food, tourism, and economy, and the influence of foreign civilizations. Students will be 
asked to regard the subject of food outside of the context of ingredients and the 
procedures used to create a dish; we will instead examine a large scale context in which 
food is either featured as a main component or an integral element in cultural situations. 
Thus the student is asked first and foremost to observe the presented material across an 
anthropologic lens that roves over the entire Italian peninsula. Lectures will be 
complemented by student cooking labs and/or tastings.  
 
THE FLORENCE FOOD AND CULTURE EXPERIENCE - FWFCFF347 – 3 credits 
The city of Florence is a veritable mine of food and cultural experiences spanning from 
the kitchens of the Medici family to the rustic regional cuisine of Tuscany, growing rituals 
such as aperitivo, and high profile restaurants recognized internationally. The aim of this 
course is to introduce students to the food, street, and cultural scenes that set Florence 
apart from other metropolitan cities; encourage the discussion of the historical weight of 
its storied past on the food culture of today, and construct a topographical map that 
indicates the pinpoints of Florence's thriving gastro-cultural activities. Lectures will be 
complemented by student cooking labs and tastings.  
 
EXPLORATION OF WINE CULTURE IN ITALY - FWWCRW330 / LSSOWC330 – 3 credits 
The wine culture in Italy takes its origins from the successful combination of rural and 
noble expertise devoted to winemaking over the centuries. The structure of Italian wines, 
their harmonious qualities, and their refinement reflect the link between the farmer, who 
learns directly from nature, and the refined Renaissance gentleman, noble by education 
and tradition. The course aims to provide the student with the images, feelings, and 
flavours of wine across the cultural, architectural, economic, and historic aspects of Italian 
civilization that is now experiencing a second rebirth in the contemporary era. 
 
WINE CULTURE AND SOCIETY IN TUSCANY – FWWCWT310 – 3 credits 
This course is a specialized survey of the wine culture and society in Tuscany. The different 
wine-producing zones of the region will be examined, from larger productions such as 
Chianti and the Super Tuscans to lesser-commercialized yet upcoming areas like 
Montecucco towards the south. On a socio-cultural level, the role of wine at the Tuscan 
table and in festivities, customs, and social settings constitutes an integral aspect of this 
course in order to introduce students to the underlying human context behind the 
production and service of Tuscan wines. 
 
FOOD, WINE, AND CULTURE IN ITALY - FWWCWC340 – 3 credits 
This course is targeted towards students who are interested in the Italian traditions and 
the pivotal role that Italy has played in the evolution of food and wine culture. Italy is in 
fact the oldest wine-producing nation in the world where grapes are grown in almost 
every region of the country. This course will consider and analyze the various influences 
and cultural overlaps that this ancient tradition has brought to contemporary Italian 
culture. The course will also feature an Italian language component in order to better 
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understand and appreciate the elements of contemporary Italian culture which will be 
discussed during the course. This course also features a field learning component in 
relevant Italian locations to supplement and enrich academic topics. 
 
FOOD, WINE, AND CULTURE IN ITALY - FWWCWC345 – 6 credits 
This course is targeted towards students who are interested in the Italian traditions and 
the pivotal role that Italy has played in the evolution of food and wine culture. Italy is in 
fact the oldest wine-producing nation in the world where grapes are grown in almost 
every region of the country. This course will consider and analyse the various influences 
and cultural overlaps that this ancient tradition has brought to contemporary Italian 
culture. The course will also feature an Italian language component in order to better 
understand and appreciate the elements of contemporary Italian culture which will be 
discussed during the course. This class includes field learning hours. Field learning is a 
method of educating through first-hand experience. Skills, knowledge, and experience are 
acquired outside of the traditional academic classroom setting and may include field 
activities, field research, and service learning projects. The field learning experience is 
cultural; because it is intended to be wide-reaching, field-related content is not limited to 
the course subject but seeks to supplement and enrich academic topics. Students will 
have the opportunity to integrate theory and practice while experiencing Italian culture, 
art, and community within the Italian territory. Faculty will lead students in experiencing 
Italian culture through guided projects and field experiences as planned for the course. 
Field learning will be developed through classroom preparation, follow up projects, and 
guided learning outcomes. Field learning will provide students with the opportunity to 
develop skills and appreciate the multifold components of Italian Culture through direct 
experience. Field education will advance student learning as a relationship-centred 
process. This course includes an Italian language component for beginning language 
students + 90 field learning hours. 
 
ITALIAN CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE: AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL JOURNEY – GSANCC285 
– 6 semester credits 
This field learning course engages the student in topics related to Italian civilization and 
culture through direct experience and on-going research. Places of historic, 
archaeological, artistic, architectural, religious, and culinary importance will be 
introduced on-site as students are guided by the instructor to contextualize an 
interdisciplinary understanding of Italy. The 3-week course focuses on three distinct areas 
of geographic interest in Italy: Northern Italy and its relationship to Europe: Southern 
Italy’s proximity to Middle Eastern and Mediterranean cultures; and Central Italy’s 
cultural dominance due to the Etruscan, Roman and Renaissance influence. Pre-course 
research is required through the analysis and study of designated resources and 
bibliographies. On-site fieldwork and assessment are conducted on a daily basis between 
the instructor and students. Discussion, recording and presentation are essential forms 
of re-elaborating the course topics. The course emphasizes the cross-cultural analysis and 
comparisons of the Italian population according to local, regional and global perspectives. 
This class includes field learning hours. Field learning is a method of educating through 
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first-hand experience. Skills, knowledge and experience are acquired outside of the 
traditional academic classroom setting and may include field activities, field research and 
service learning projects. The field learning experience is cultural because it is intended 
to be wide-reaching. Field-related content is not limited to the course subject but seeks 
to supplement and enrich academic topics. Students will have the opportunity to 
integrate theory and practice while experiencing Italian culture, art and community within 
the Italian territory. Faculty will lead students in experiencing Italian culture through 
guided projects and field experiences as planned for the course. Field learning will be 
developed through classroom preparation, follow up projects, and guided learning 
outcomes. Field learning will provide students with the opportunity to develop skills and 
appreciate the multifold components of Italian Culture through direct experience. Field 
education will advance student learning as a relationship-centered process. + 150 field 
learning hours.  
 
ITALIAN CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE: AN INTERDISCLIPLINARY STUDY – PSFLCC285 – 6 
semester credits 
This field learning course engages the student in topics related to Italian civilization and 
culture through direct experience and on-going research. Places of historic, 
archaeological, artistic, architectural, religious, and culinary importance will be 
introduced on-site as students are guided by the instructor to contextualize an 
interdisciplinary understanding of Italy. The 3-week course focuses on three distinct areas 
of geographic interest in Italy: Northern Italy and its relationship to Europe: Southern 
Italy’s proximity to Middle Eastern and Mediterranean cultures; and Central Italy’s 
cultural dominance due to the Etruscan, Roman and Renaissance influence. Pre-course 
research is required through the analysis and study of designated resources and 
bibliographies. On-site fieldwork and assessment are conducted on a daily basis between 
the instructor and students. Discussion, recording and presentation are essential forms 
of re-elaborating the course topics. This class includes field learning hours. Field learning 
is a method of educating through first-hand experience. Skills, knowledge and experience 
are acquired outside of the traditional academic classroom setting and may include field 
activities, field research and service learning projects. The field learning experience is 
cultural because it is intended to be wide-reaching. Field-related content is not limited to 
the course subject but seeks to supplement and enrich academic topics. Students will 
have the opportunity to integrate theory and practice while experiencing Italian culture, 
art and community within the Italian territory. Faculty will lead students in experiencing 
Italian culture through guided projects and field experiences as planned for the course. 
Field learning will be developed through classroom preparation, follow up projects, and 
guided learning outcomes. Field learning will provide students with the opportunity to 
develop skills and appreciate the multifold components of Italian Culture through direct 
experience. Field education will advance student learning as a relationship-centered 
process. + 150 field learning hours.  
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ITALIAN CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE: PERSPECTIVES AND CONTEXTS – LAGECC285 – 6 
semester credits 
This field learning course engages the student in topics related to Italian civilization and 
culture through direct experience and on-going research. Places of historic, 
archaeological, artistic, architectural, religious, and culinary importance will be 
introduced on-site as students are guided by the instructor to contextualize an 
interdisciplinary understanding of Italy. The 3-week course focuses on three distinct areas 
of geographic interest in Italy: Northern Italy and its relationship to Europe: Southern 
Italy’s proximity to Middle Eastern and Mediterranean cultures; and Central Italy’s 
cultural dominance due to the Etruscan, Roman and Renaissance influence. Pre-course 
research is required through the analysis and study of designated resources and 
bibliographies. On-site fieldwork and assessment are conducted on a daily basis between 
the instructor and students. Discussion, recording and presentation are essential forms 
of re-elaborating the course topics. The course analyses the cultural and geographic 
complexities that define regional identities throughout Italy. This class includes filed 
learning hours. Field learning is a method of educating through first-hand experience. 
Skills, knowledge and experience are acquired outside of the traditional academic 
classroom setting and may include field activities, field research and service learning 
projects. The field learning experience is cultural because it is intended to be wide-
reaching. Field-related content is not limited to the course subject but seeks to 
supplement and enrich academic topics. Students will have the opportunity to integrate 
theory and practice while experiencing Italian culture, art and community within the 
Italian territory. Faculty will lead students in experiencing Italian culture through guided 
projects and field experiences as planned for the course. Field learning will be developed 
through classroom preparation, follow up projects, and guided learning outcomes. Field 
learning will provide students with the opportunity to develop skills and appreciate the 
multifold components of Italian Culture through direct experience. Field education will 
advance student learning as a relationship-centered process. + 150 field learning hours. 
 
ITALIAN CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE: SOCIETY AND LIFESTYLE – LSSOCC285 – 6 credits 
This field learning course engages the student in topics related to Italian civilization and 
culture through direct experience and on-going research. Places of historic, 
archaeological, artistic, architectural, religious, and culinary importance will be 
introduced on-site as students are guided by the instructor to contextualize an 
interdisciplinary understanding of Italy. The 3-week course focuses on three distinct areas 
of geographic interest in Italy: Northern Italy and its relationship to Europe: Southern 
Italy’s proximity to Middle Eastern and Mediterranean cultures; and Central Italy’s 
Cultural dominance due to the Etruscan, Roman and Renaissance influence. Pre-course 
research is required through the analysis and study of designated resources and 
bibliographies. On-site fieldwork and assessment are conducted on a daily basis between 
the instructor and students. Discussion, recording and presentation are essential forms 
of re-elaborating the course topics. The course emphasizes the development and 
evolution of Italian society from the perspectives of institutions, family, social class, 
religion, economy and education. This class includes field learning hours. Field learning is 
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a method of educating through first-hand experience. Skills, knowledge and experience 
are acquired outside of the traditional academic classroom setting and may include field 
activities, field research and service learning projects. The field learning experience is 
cultural because it is intended to be wide-reaching. Field-related content is not limited to 
the course subject but seeks to supplement and enrich academic topics. Students will 
have the opportunity to integrate theory and practice while experiencing Italian culture, 
art and community within the Italian territory. Faculty will lead students in experiencing 
Italian culture through guided projects and field experiences as planned for the course. 
Field learning will be developed through classroom preparation, follow up projects, and 
guided learning outcomes. Field learning will provide students with the opportunity to 
develop skills and appreciate the multifold components of Italian Culture through direct 
experience. Field education will advance student learning as a relationship-centered 
process. + 150 field learning hours. 
 
ITALIAN CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE: IDENTITY AND DIVERSITY IN ITALY – ISISCC285 – 
6 semester credits  
This field learning course engages the student in topics related to Italian civilization and 
culture through direct experience and on-going research. Places of historic, 
archaeological, artistic, architectural, religious, and culinary importance will be 
introduced on-site as students are guided by the instructor to contextualize an 
interdisciplinary understanding of Italy. The 3-week course focuses on three distinct areas 
of geographic interest in Italy: Northern Italy and its relationship to Europe: Southern 
Italy’s proximity to Middle Eastern and Mediterranean cultures; and Central Italy’s 
cultural dominance due to the Etruscan, Roman and Renaissance influence. Pre-course 
research is required through the analysis and study of designated resources and 
bibliographies. On-site fieldwork and assessment are conducted on a daily basis between 
the instructor and students. Discussion, recording and presentation are essential forms 
of re-elaborating the course topics. The course emphasizes the development and 
evolution of identity and diversity in Italy by examining the three main divisions of the 
Italian peninsula. This class includes filed learning hours. Field learning is a method of 
educating through first-hand experience. Skills, knowledge and experience are acquired 
outside of the traditional academic classroom setting and may include field activities, field 
research and service learning projects. The field learning experience is cultural because it 
is intended to be wide-reaching. Field-related content is not limited to the course subject 
but seeks to supplement and enrich academic topics. Students will have the opportunity 
to integrate theory and practice while experiencing Italian culture, art and community 
within the Italian territory. Faculty will lead students in experiencing Italian culture 
through guided projects and field experiences as planned for the course. Field learning 
will be developed through classroom preparation, follow up projects, and guided learning 
outcomes. Field learning will provide students with the opportunity to develop skills and 
appreciate the multifold components of Italian Culture through direct experience. Field 
education will advance student learning as a relationship-centered process. 
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July in London, England 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 

WORKING ACROSS CULTURES IN A GLOBAL WORLD – 4CLST001X – 20 UK Credits 
This course is for non-native English speakers only. The course provides a student-centred 
understanding of the intercultural competencies needed in the professional world of the 
21st century. It starts by supporting students in analysing their chosen career, identifying 
the challenges inherent in performing in a professional multicultural environment. It 
continues by developing, through interactive activities, skills such as recognising, 
acknowledging, mediating and reacting to a variety of cultural expectations and norms of 
behaviour. The course contains throughout a reflective strand which encourages students 
to reflect on their internalised culture, unconscious bias and preferred social positioning, 
and how this might impact their work relations. 
 
LONDININIUM TO THE BLITZ: LONDON THROUGH ITS MUSEUMS – 4HIST009X – 20 UK 
Credits 
London is one of Europe's greatest cities, with a fascinating history stretching back over 
two thousand years. Originally built by the Romans, it has endured a long history of war 
and civil war, fire, famine and plague. It has survived aerial bombardment and terrorism, 
yet remains a fascinating mosaic of distinct villages, which has given shelter to successive 
generations of those fleeing persecution and poverty in other lands. It is home to the 
British monarchy and British parliament, and is the cockpit of British life and culture. 
This class aims to offer an introduction to a new history of London and to the specialism 
of ‘public history’, based in part on recent archaeological research and visits to London 
museums. The class thus aims to provide students with the knowledge and skills to 
evaluate how and how well the history of London is presented to audiences of non-
historians. 
 
MONARCHY – A ROYAL HISTORY OF LONDON – 4HIST007X – 20 UK credits 
This course examines London as the historical setting for monarchy and national 
ceremonial. As such the course considers Royalty’s central place in British life and 
examines how its purpose and function have changed over the centuries. It also 
investigates Royalty’s influence on British history and society and its impact on 
government, culture and science. Finally the course will consider how the monarchy has 
adapted – and continues to adapt – to changing times and how critics react to it. 
 
ART AND SOCIETY – 4ELIT007X – 20 UK Credits 
This module is an introduction to the visual culture of London, including painting, 
architecture, photography and contemporary media. Students will visit the major art 
galleries to examine how art works exhibitions and cultural organisations can be 
understood within wider social contexts. The sessions also include museums and 
historical sites, such as the British Museum and St Paul’s Cathedral, as well as art galleries. 
The classes will explore how these institutions reveal the complex cultural identity and 
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history of London. The module develops students’ skills in visual analysis and critical 
thinking about culture. 
 
LONDON: CULTURE CAPITAL OF THE WORLD – 4JRNL007X – 20 UK Credits 
This module offers students an introduction to the arts, entertainment, fashion, 
architecture and history that have made London the world’s most influential and vital 
cultural hub. Why see Paris and die when you can see London and live? How did London 
become the world capital of music, art, fashion, design, theatre, film, architecture, and so 
much else? From rock legends to the Royal Opera, Shakespeare to shock art and 
cathedrals to Canary Wharf, this module describes how London emerged from the ashes 
of war to become the most vibrant and culturally rich city on earth. It aims to give students 
an overall appreciation of London culture and to teach them the skills they need to write 
fluent, confident and relevant reviews across a variety of arts and entertainment genres. 
It will also give students an introduction to the various ways the arts are covered across 
all media platforms and to the work of some key London artists, designers and 
performers. 
 

 

July in Los Angeles, CA, USA 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 

AF AMER M5. SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF BLACK COMMUNITIES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour; field trips. Analysis and interpretation of social 
organization of black communities, with focus on origins and development of black 
communities, competing theories and research findings, defining characteristics and 
contemporary issues.  

AF AMER M107. CULTURAL HISTORY OF RAP – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to development of rap music and 
hip-hop culture, with emphasis on musical and verbal qualities, philosophical and political 
ideologies, gender representation, and influences on cinema and popular culture.  
 
AF AMER C191. VARIABLE TOPICS RESEARCH SEMINARS: AFRO-AMERICAN STUDIES – 4 
US Credits 
Seminar, four hours. Research seminar on selected topics in Afro-American studies. 
Reading, discussion, and development of culminating project. 
 
AN N EA 10W. JERUSALEM: HOLY CITY – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Enforced requisite: English Composition 3. Not 
open for credit to students with credit for course 12W. Survey of religious, political, and 
cultural history of Jerusalem over three millennia as symbolic focus of three faiths: 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Transformation of sacred space as reflected by literary 
and archaeological evidence through examination of testimony of artifacts, architecture, 
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and iconography in relation to written word. Study of creation of mythic Jerusalem 
through event and experience. Satisfies Writing II requirement. 
 
AN N EA M103A. HISTORY OF ANCIENT EGYPT – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Course M103A is not 
requisite to M103B. Designed for juniors/seniors. Political and cultural institutions of 
ancient Egypt and ideas on which they were based. Chronological discussion of Prehistory, 
Old and Middle Kingdom. 
 
ANTHRO 3. CULTURE AND SOCIETY – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour; fieldwork. Required as preparation for both 
bachelor's degrees. Introduction to study of culture and society in comparative 
perspective. Examples from societies around world to illustrate basic principles of 
formation, structure, and distribution of human institutions. Of special concern is 
contribution and knowledge that cultural diversity makes toward understanding 
problems of modern world. 
 
ANTHRO 133. ANTHROPOLOGY OF FOOD – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Production, consumption, 
and distribution of food, with particular emphasis on culture of food. Exploration of 
ecological history, class, poverty, hunger, ethnicity, nationalism, capitalism, gender, race, 
and sexuality. Food that shapes identities, desires, and needs in contemporary world. 
 
ANTHRO 139. SELECTED TOPICS IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY: CROSS AND INTRA-
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES AND UNDERSTANDINGS OF DISABILITY – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Study of selected topics in 
cultural anthropology. Consult Schedule of Classes for topics and instructors. May be 
repeated for credit with topic change. Disability and impairment can affect anyone in any 
location, sociocultural context, and time. As such, disability and impartment are 
fundamental to human experience. Study uses disability as critical lens to examine 
anthropological concepts such as embodiment, culture, state, and community. Students 
examine disability at experiential, individual level, and within various sociocultural 
contexts. Study looks forward to Disability Worlds (Ginsburg and Rapp, 2013). In 
particular, examination of ethnographic cases across cultures that de-center 
medicalization of disability. Foregrounding research on disability anthropology, study 
centers on discussion and written critical analyses. Designed for students whose research 
or work addresses anthropology, disability, medicine, health, and ethnography. 
 
ANTHRO 142P. ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGION – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours. Survey of various methodologies in comparative study of religious 
ideologies and action systems, including understanding particular religions through 
descriptive and structural approaches, and identification of social and psychological 
factors that may account for variation in religious systems cross-culturally. 
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ANTHRO 160B. CHANGE AND CONTINUITY AMONG NATIVE NORTH AMERICANS – 4 US 
Credits 
Lecture, three hours. Requisite: course 160A. Consideration of tremendous change Native 
American societies and cultures have undergone since European contact. Emphasis on 
patterns of adaptation and continuity as Native Americans confronted colonization and 
its implications.  

APPLING 30W. LANGUAGE AND SOCIAL INTERACTION – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, two hours. Enforced requisite: English Composition 3 or 
3H or English as a Second Language 36. Not open for credit to students with credit for 
course 30. Exploration of range of topics related to study of language and social 
interaction in both mundane and professional settings, particularly how language affects 
social lives and how social organization affects use of language. Topics include different 
approaches to study of language in social interaction (theories and research 
methodologies), issues regarding language and social identity (such as socioeconomic 
status, race, gender, and situational identity), and issues concerning language and culture 
(such as cross-cultural misunderstanding and language socialization). Satisfies Writing II 
requirement.  
 
ASIA AM 10. HISTORY OF ASIAN AMERICANS – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Not open for credit to students with credit for 
course 10W. Multidisciplinary examination of history of Asians and Pacific Islanders in U.S.  
 
ASIA AM 30W. ASIAN AMERICAN LITERATURE AND CULTURE – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, two hours. Enforced requisite: English Composition 3 or 
3H or English as a Second Language 36. Not open for credit to students with credit for 
course 30. Multidisciplinary introduction to Asian American literature and cultural 
production, with examination of some combination of novels, short stories, poetry, 
drama, performance, fil, visual art, music and/or new media. Satisfies Writing II 
requirement.   
 
CHICANO 10A. INTRODUCTION TO CHICANA/CHICANO STUDIES: HISTORY AND 
CULTURE – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Interdisciplinary survey of diverse historical 
experiences, cultural factors, and ethnic/racial paradigms, including indigenousness, 
gender, sexuality, language, and borders, that help shape Chicana/Chicano identities. 
Emphasis on critical reading and writing skills. 
 
CHICANO M102. MEXICAN AMERICANS AND SCHOOLS – 4 US Credits 
Seminar, four hours. Theoretical and empirical overview of Chicana/Chicano educational 
issues in U.S., with special emphasis on disentangling effects of race, gender, class, and 
immigrant status on Chicana/Chicano educational attainment and achievement. 
Examination of how historical, social, political, and economic forces impact 
Chicana/Chicano educational experience.   
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CHICANO M108A. MUSIC OF LATIN AMERICA: MEXICO, CENTRAL AMERICA, AND 
CARRIBEAN ISLES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Survey of traditional and contemporary musical 
culture. 
 
CHICANO M121A. ISSUES IN LATINA/LATINO POVERTY – 4 US Credits 
(Same as Labor and Workplace Studies M121 and Urban Planning M140.) Lecture, four 
hours. Examination of nature and extent of urban and rural poverty confronting 
Latina/Latino population in U.S. Special emphasis on antipoverty policies of government 
and nonprofit organizations and social planning and economic development strategies. 
Attention also to literature on underclass. Letter grading. 
 
CHICANO M127. FARMWORKER MOVEMENTS, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND UNITED FARM 
WORKERS LEGACY – 4 US Credits 
(Same as Labor and Workplace Studies M127.) Lecture, four hours. Designed for 
juniors/seniors. Historical and social context of farmworker organizing, including its 
multiracial origins and its influence on fight for equality of working women. Specific focus 
on organizing of United Farm Workers and Farm Laborers Organizing Committee, and 
their relationship to AFL-CIO, other unions, and their influence on Chicano Movement. 
Letter grading. 
 
CHICANO M180. CHICANA AND CHICANO SCHOOLING AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISM – 4 
US Credits 
Seminar, four hours. Overview of Chicana/Chicano schooling issues in U.S., with special 
emphasis on several important historical events that exemplify struggle for educational 
justice and equity that affected Chicana/Chicano education -- Mendez versus 
Westminster (1947) desegregation case and 1968 high school Chicana/Chicano student 
walkouts. Through oral history projects, documentation of legacy of Sylvia Mendez, who 
experienced segregation in one Mexican school in 1940s, Sal Castro, Chicano teacher and 
central figure in1968 walkouts, and Chicano Youth Leadership Conference (CYLC). 
Examination of how historical, social, and political forces have impacted Chicana/Chicano 
educational experiences.  
 
CHICANO 188. SPECIAL COURSES IN CHICANA AND CHICANO STUDIES – 4 US Credits 
Seminar, three hours. Some sections may require prior coursework. Departmentally 
sponsored experimental or temporary courses, such as those taught by visiting faculty 
members. May be repeated for credit.  

CLASSIC 20. DISCOVERING ROMANS – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Knowledge of Latin not required. Study of 
Roman life and culture from time of city's legendary foundations to end of classical 
antiquity. Readings focus on selections from works of ancient authors in translation. 
Lectures illustrated with images of art, architecture, and material culture. 
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COM LIT 1E. SOCIAL MEDIA AND STORYTELLING: COMPARING CULTURES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, two hours; discussion, two hours. Enforced requisite: satisfaction of Entry-Level 
Writing requirement. Study of social media as platform for storytelling, with core focus 
on three distinct cultures: U.S., China, and Russia. History, form, and various functions of 
social media. Examination of how we tell stories about ourselves and how we interpret 
digital narratives we see, hear, or read from organizations near and far. Analysis of 
networked narratives encountered online. 
 
COM LIT 4DW. LITERATURE AND WRITING: GREAT BOOKS FROM WORLD AT LARGE – 5 
US Credits 
Discussion, four hours. Enforced requisite: English Composition 3 or 3H or English as a 
Second Language 36. Not open for credit to students with credit for course 1D or 2DW. 
Study and discussion of major literary texts usually overlooked in courses that focus only 
on canon of Western literature, with emphasis on literary analysis and expository writing. 
Texts from at least three of following areas read in any given term: African, Caribbean, 
East Asian, Latin American, and Middle Eastern literature. Texts may include works by 
authors such as Ngugi, Desai, Kincaid, Emecheta, El Saadawi, Achebe, Pak, Can Xue, 
Neruda, and Rushdie. Satisfies Writing II requirement. 
 
COMM ST 1B. LEARNING AMERICAN ENGLISH AND CULTURE FROM MOVIES – 4 US 
Credits 
Lecture, four hours. Advancement of students' fluency in conversational English while 
increasing their awareness of American popular culture. Primer on American-style 
colloquial English and nuances of contemporary customs and values offered through 
guided immersion in popular cinema. P/NP or letter grading. 
 
COMM ST 157. CELEBRITY, FAME, AND SOCIAL MEDIA – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours. Analysis of how following personal lives of media-created celebrities 
impacts self-esteem, connectedness, and personal relationships from cultural studies and 
social sciences perspectives, and how entities cultivate celebrity for financial gain. Topics 
include celebrity gossip and privacy, news sharing, public relations, and impact of social 
media on fan support, image construction, and damage control. 
 
COMM ST 166. INSIDE HOLLYWOOD – 4 US Credits 
(Formerly numbered Communication Studies 166.) Lecture, four hours. Identification of 
how motivation and creativity interact with business interest, research, and policies in 
producing entertainment for media market. 
 
DESMA 10. DESIGN CULTURE – 5 US Credits  
Lecture, three hours; outside study, 12 hours. Open to nonmajors. Understanding design 
process, with emphasis on development of visual language; study of historic, scientific, 
technological, economic, and cultural factors influencing design in physical environment. 
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DIS STD 101W. PERSPECTIVES ON DISABILITIES STUDIES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, one hour; discussion, two hours. Enforced requisite: English Composition 3 or 
English as a Second Language 36. Creation of critical framework for understanding 
concept of disability from sampling of disciplinary perspectives. Organized around 
productive and central tension in disability studies – between disability as lived subjective 
experience that is both individual and communal, and disability as objective, medical, 
legal, and sometimes stigmatized category. Students encouraged to make connections 
between units and to create their own perspectives on disability in field that defines itself 
by how it changes. Satisfies Writing II requirement. 
 
EDUC 187. VARIABLE TOPICS IN EDUCATION: SOCIAL CONTEXT OF LEARNERS IN K-12: 
DIVERSITY, RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY, IMMIGRATION, AND FOOD SECURITY CONDITIONS 
IN CALIFORNIA – 5 US Credits 
Seminar, five hours. Limited to juniors/seniors. Variable topics course organized around 
disciplinary knowledge central to development of core understandings of educational and 
learning processes, phenomenon, policies, methods, and instruction. Development of 
culminating project. Consult "Schedule of Classes" for topics and instructors. May be 
applied as core credit for Education Studies minor students. May be repeated three times 
for credit. Letter grading. 
 
EDUC 187. VARIABLE TOPICS IN EDUCATION: MINORITY EDUCATION IN US – 5 US Credits 
Seminar, five hours. Limited to juniors/seniors. Variable topics course organized around 
disciplinary knowledge central to development of core understandings of educational and 
learning processes, phenomenon, policies, methods, and instruction. Development of 
culminating project. Gives students general understanding of minority education in U.S. 
through interdisciplinary approach. Presentation of theoretical and empirical overview of 
challenges facing minority students in their education, from kindergarten to college. 
Special emphasis placed on understanding of how race, class, and immigration status 
intersect with minority students' educational access, attainment, and achievement. Focus 
on how their minority status is rooted in their educational experiences and reflected 
through curriculum. Significant time spent on reading and discussion of works related to 
academic performance of racial and ethnic minorities. 
 
ENGR 183EW. ENGINEERING AND SOCIETY – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, three hours; outside study, five hours. Enforced requisite: 
English Composition 3 or 3H or English as a Second Language 36. Not open for credit to 
students with credit for course 185EW. Limited to sophomore/junior/senior engineering 
students. Professional and ethical considerations in practice of engineering. Impact of 
technology on society and on development of moral and ethical values. Contemporary 
environmental, biological, legal, and other issues created by new technologies. Emphasis 
on research and writing within engineering environments. Writing and revision of about 
20 pages total, including two individual technical essays and one team-written research 
report. Readings address technical issues and writing form. Satisfies engineering writing 
requirement. 
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ENGL 119. LITERARY CITIES: LOS ANGELES PHASE – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Enforced requisite: English 
Composition 3 or 3H. Exploration of place of literary imagination in making of cities, 
with focus on questions of cultural exchange, development, migration, urban rebellion, 
and style. Topics may include meaning of urban space and time, city as urban village or 
cosmopolitan hub, segregated dystopia or postmodern future, and impact of exile, 
tourism, and migration in making of cities. May be repeated for credit with topic or 
instructor change.  
 
Many great minds of 20th century had Los Angeles phase. They came, they saw, they 
thought, and left. Pattern fits literary personalities ranging from novelists and culture-
critics to essayists and activists. Long-term resident writers also seem, sometimes 
surreptitiously, to share interest in form of phase. It may even be productive to read work 
of writers who do not come and go, but stay and build, like poet Wanda Coleman and 
rapper Kendrick Lamar, in cycles; as positively resisting stories with phase shape. Study 
combines formal and historical approaches as it track responses to question of how 
rhythm of loving and then leaving expresses itself, beautifully and variously, in literature 
of Los Angeles. 
 
ENGL 163B. TRANSATLANTIC ROMANTICISM – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Enforced requisites: 
courses 10A, 10B. Transatlantic studies have been central in generating new conceptual 
frameworks for thinking through complex issues related to interconnectedness of 
Atlantic rim cultures. With focus on ways in which cultures, ideologies, and political 
identities are reworked and reinscribed by transatlantic movement of peoples, ideas, 
and cultural artifacts, expansion of notions of Romanticism to include transoceanic 
perspectives that understand early 19th-century Romantic literature as transatlantic 
phenomenon. May not be repeated for credit.  
 
ENGL 166C. AMERICAN LITERATURE, 1832 TO 1865 – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Enforced requisites: 
courses 10A, 10B. Historical survey of American literatures from Jacksonian era to end 
of Civil War, including emergent tradition of American Romanticism, augmented and 
challenged by genres of popular protest urging application of democratic ideals to 
questions of race, gender, and social equality. 
 
ENGL 179. TOPICS IN LITERATURE, CIRCA 1850 TO PRESENT: CALIFORNIA FOOD 
CULTURES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Enforced requisites: 
courses 10A, 10B, 10C. Examination of literatures from or about this time period. 
Consult "Schedule of Classes" for subject to be studied in specific term. May be repeated 
for credit with topic or instructor change. Comparison of writers, filmmakers, artists, 
chefs, and activists who have taken California's food cultures and systems as their 
subject, and have shaped contemporary movements ranging from environmental 
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justice to modernist cuisine. Materials include cookbooks, menus, restaurant reviews, 
literary fiction, documentary film, public art projects, and popular science writing. 
 

ESL 23. AMERICAN CULTURE THROUGH FILM – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours. Designed to improve listening comprehension and discussion skills by 
viewing and analyzing variety of American films. Emphasis on understanding and using 
idiomatic language, expanding vocabulary, recognizing dialect differences, and reflecting 
on cultural similarities and differences.  
 
ETHNMUS 25. GLOBAL POP – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Development of world music or world beat, 
including its meaning and importance to contemporary culture as well as its history and 
impact. 
 
FILM TV 106C. HISTORY OF AFRICAN, ASIAN, AND LATIN AMERICAN FILM – 6 US Credits 
Lecture/screenings, eight hours; discussion, one hour. Critical, historical, aesthetic, and 
social study – together with exploration of ethnic significance -- of Asian, African, Latin 
American, and Mexican films. 
 
FILM TV 122J. DISNEY FEATURE: THEN AND NOW – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, three hours. Study and analysis of Disney's animated 
features. Evaluation of why Disney's animated features have dominated until recently and 
ramifications of this dominance on animation and society. 
 
SCAND 60W. INTRODUCTION TO NORDIC CINEMA – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, two hours; discussion, two hours. Enforced requisite: English Composition 3 or 
English as a Second Language 36. Not open for credit to students with credit for course 
60. Introduction to cinematic traditions of Nordic countries, with emphasis on 
construction of other or outsider as conceptual category. Survey of wide range of films to 
interrogate relationship between various forms of minority discourse and dominant 
values, institutions, and mechanisms and instruments of social control. Investigation of 
how these cinematic narratives of dominant normativity and diversity reflect cultural 
anxieties surrounding identity, ideology, collective memory, and power relationships. 
Screenings supplemented with relevant theoretical texts to give tools necessary to more 
effectively contextualize and analyze images. Satisfies Writing II requirement. Letter 
grading. 
 
ETHNMUS 25. GLOBAL POP – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Development of world music or world beat, 
including its meaning and importance to contemporary culture as well as its history and 
impact. 
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ETHNMUS 50A. JAZZ IN AMERICAN CULTURE: LATE 19th CENTURY THROUGH 1940s – 5 
US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Course 50A is not requisite to 50B. Survey of 
development of jazz in American culture. Discussion of different 
compositional/performance techniques and approaches that distinguish different sub-
styles of jazz from one another, as well as key historical figures that shaped development 
of jazz from its early years through modern jazz. Important historical social issues 
(segregation, Depression, World War II, Civil Rights Movement) that intersect with history 
of U.S. and jazz music. 
 
ETHNMUS 68A. WORLD MUSICAL SPECIALIZATIONS: MUSIC OF CHINA – ENSEMBLE – 2 
US Credits 
Activity, three hours; outside practice, three hours. Performance of specializations in 
traditional vocal music, instrumental music, and dance. May be repeated for credit 
without limitation. 
 
ETHNMUS 68F. WORLD MUSIC SPECIALIZATIONS: MUSIC OF INDIA - ENSEMBLE – 
2 US Credits 
Activity, three hours; outside practice, three hours. Performance of specializations in 
traditional vocal music, instrumental music, and dance. May be repeated for credit 
without limitation. 
 
ETHNMUS 91P. WORLD MUSIC PERFORMANCE ORGANIZATIONS: MUSIC OF 
AFRICAN AMERICANS – 2 US Credits 
Activity, three hours. Group performance of traditional vocal and instrumental music of 
world cultures. 
 
ETHNMUS M108A. MUSIC OF LATIN AMERICA: MEXICO, CENTRAL AMERICA AND 
CARRIBEAN ISLES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Course M108A is not requisite to 108B. Survey 
of traditional and contemporary musical culture.  
 
ETHNMUS M119. CULTURAL HISTORY OF RAP – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to development of rap music and 
hip-hop culture, with emphasis on musical and verbal qualities, philosophical and political 
ideologies, gender representation, and influences on cinema and popular culture. 
 
ETHNMUS 161P. ADVANCED WORLD MUSIC PERFORMANCE ORGANIZATIONS: 
MUSIC OF AFRICAN AMERICANS – 2 US Credits 
Activity, three hours; outside practice, three hours. Limited to Ethnomusicology majors. 
Advanced study of traditional vocal and instrumental world music. May be repeated for 
credit without limitation. 
 
 



 

  www.cisaustralia.com.au 

ETHNMUS 168A. ADVANCED WORLD MUSIC SPECIALIZATIONS: MUSIC OF CHINA 
- ENSEMBLE – 2 US Credits 
Activity, three hours; outside practice, three hours. Advanced performance of 
specializations in traditional vocal music, instrumental music, and dance. May be 
repeated for credit without limitation. 
 
ETHNMUS 168F. ADVANCED WORLD MUSIC SPECIALIZATIONS: MUSIC OF INDIA - 
ENSEMBLE – 2 US Credits 
Activity, three hours; outside practice, three hours. Advanced performance of 
specializations in traditional vocal music, instrumental music, and dance. May be 
repeated for credit without limitation. 
 
FRNCH 41. FRENCH CINEMA AND CULTURE – 5 US Credits 
Lecture/screenings, five hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to French culture and 
literature through study of films of cultural and literary significance.  
 
GERMAN 56. FIGURES WHO CHANGED WORLD: COSMOPOLITANISMS WITHIN A 
GLOBAL CONTEXT – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to strains of German philosophy 
and political thought that focus on cosmopolitanism. Exploration of different historical 
and philosophical engagements with cosmopolitan projects. 
 
GEOG 4. GLOBALIZATION: REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND WORLD ECONOMY – 5 US 
Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Economic geography explores spatial 
distribution of all forms of human productive activity at number of geographical scales -- 
local, regional, national, and global. Key theme is impact of increasingly powerful global 
economic forces on organization of production. 
 
GEOG 5. PEOPLE AND EARTH’S ECOSYSTEMS – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; laboratory, two hours. Exploration of ways in which human activity 
impacts natural environment and how modification of environment can eventually have 
significant consequences for human activity. Examination, using case studies, of real 
environmental problems that confront us today. 
 
GEOG M115. ENVIRONMENTALISM: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Exploration of history and origin of major 
environmental ideas, movements or counter-movements they spawned, and new and 
changing nature of modern environmentalism. Introduction to early ideas of 
environment, how rise of modern sciences reshaped environmental thought, and how 
this was later transformed by 19th-century ideas and rise of American conservation 
movements. Review of politics of American environmental thought and contemporary 
environmental questions as they relate to broader set of questions about nature of 
development, sustainability, and equity in environmental debate. Exploration of issues in 
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broad context, including global climate change, rise of pandemics, deforestation, and 
environmental justice impacts of war. 
 
HIST 9D. INTRODUCTION TO ASIAN CIVILIZATIONS: HISTORY OF MIDDLE EAST – 5 US 
Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, two hours. Introduction to history of Muslim world from 
advent of Islam to present day. 
 
I A STD 1. INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL AND AREA STUDIES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to international and area studies 
from interdisciplinary framework, covering themes related to international politics and 
markets, as well as international societies and cultures, to illuminate and clarify 
profoundly international character of world we live in and to introduce set of 
contemporary issues and challenges that cross borders and affect every region of world.  
 
I A STD 31. INTRODUCTION TO SOUTHEAST ASIA – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Interdisciplinary survey 
designed as introduction to modern Southeast Asia. 
 
JAPAN 75. ANIME – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Discussion and analysis of seminal works of 
Japanese animation, or anime, created from 1980s to present. Engagement with works in 
variety of styles, and that deal with broad range of themes. Reading and discussion of 
recent scholarship on anime produced by scholars working in diverse modes, from 
philosophical to anthropological. 
 
JAPAN 155. TOPICS IN JAPANESE CINEMA – 4 Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour; film viewing, two hours. Knowledge of 
Japanese not required. Critical and historical examination of Japanese cinema. 
 
SOC GEN 134. FOOD AND HEALTH IN GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours. Study problematizes and adds depth to common-sense 
understandings of healthy and unhealthy consumption by examination of relationship 
between food and health, from critical and holistic perspective, that accounts for 
interplay of biology and culture within broader historical, societal, and global contexts. 
Topics include what is meant by health, especially in terms of diet; relationship between 
food practices and evolutionary biology, as well as particular environments of societies, 
cultural systems, histories, and their health implications; how major global foods have 
come to their dominance and consequences for health; and influences of food 
production, distribution, and preparation on health. 
 
POL SCI 20. WORLD POLITICS – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Required of all students concentrating in Field 
II. Introduction to problems of world politics. 
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POL SCI 40. INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN POLITICS – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Basic institutions and processes of democratic 
politics. Treatment of themes such as constitutionalism, representation, participation, 
and leadership coupled with particular emphasis on the American case. 
 
POL SCI 50. INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Not open for credit to students with credit for 
course 50R. Comparative study of constitutional principles, governmental institutions, 
and political processes in selected countries.  
 
POL SCI 120A. FOREIGN RELATIONS OF U.S. – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three or four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Designed for 
juniors/seniors. Survey of factors and forces entering into formation and implementation 
of American foreign policy, with special emphasis on contemporary problems. 
 
POL SCI 122A. WORLD ORDER – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three or four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Requisite: course 
20. Designed for juniors/seniors. Study of problems of international system seen as 
community capable of cooperation and development. 
 
POL SCI 135. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF CHINA – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three or four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Requisite: course 
20. Designed for juniors/seniors. Relations of China with its neighbors and other powers, 
with emphasis on contemporary interests and policies of China vis-à-vis U.S.  
 
S ASIAN 155. TOPICS IN SOUTH ASIAN CINEMA AND LITERATURE – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours. Knowledge of Hindi/Urdu not required. Critical analysis of language 
and culture in South Asian diaspora as represented in films and/or literature.  
 
SCAND 50/50W. INTRODUCTION TO SCANDINAVIAN LITERATURES AND CULTURES – 5 
US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Designed for students in general and for those 
wishing to prepare for more advanced and specialized studies in Scandinavian literature 
and culture. Selected works from literatures of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Iceland, and 
Finland, ranging from myth, national epic, saga, and folktale through modern novel, 
poem, play, short story, and film, read in English and critically discussed. 
 
SOCIOL 134. CULTURE AND PERSONALITY – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Requisite: course 1. Designed for 
juniors/seniors. Theories of relation of variations in personality to culture and group life, 
in primitive and modern societies, and influence of social role on behavior. P/NP or letter 
grading. 
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SOCIOL 156. RACE AND ETHNICITY IN AMERICAN LIFE – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Role of race and ethnicity in the U.S., including 
interplay between racial and ethnic structures and meanings. Special attention to 
comparison of African American and European American experiences and to 
transformation of Asian American and Latino communities and the nation generally, 
wrought by renewal of mass migration in second half of the 20th century. 
 
SPAN 42. IBERIAN CULTURE – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Required of majors. Lectures taught in English; 
discussion sections taught in either Spanish or English. Highlights of civilization of Spain, 
with emphasis on artistic, economic, social, and historical development as background for 
upper division courses. 
 
SPAN 170. TOPICS IN MEDIA, INTERDISCIPLINARY AND TRANSHISTORICAL STUDIES – 4 
US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Requisite: course 25. 
Interrelation between print, visual, and live arts, and way they exist in mass media, new 
technologies, and different platforms. Possible topics include visual cultures in Latin 
America, Latin American and Spanish cinema, musical cultures and literature, live arts and 
performance in popular culture, three-dimensional modeling of material culture, and 
architecture of medieval Iberia. 

UG-LAW 182. LAW AND POPULAR CULTURE – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours. Focus on interface between two important subjects -- law and 
popular culture. Students view series of films or television shows related to law, lawyers, 
and legal system. Discussion of pop culture treatment of subjects such as adversary 
system, good and bad lawyers, female lawyers, lawyers from lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender community, minority lawyers, work life of lawyers, legal education, ethical 
issues, jury system, and criminal and civil justice, drawing on film theory and filmmaking 
technique to deepen understanding of interrelationship between law and popular 
culture. Illumination of ways in which pop culture products both reflect and change social 
views about law and lawyers. 
 
WL ARTS 22. INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN FOLKLORE STUDIES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour; outside study, 10 hours. Cultural/historical 
survey of role of folklore in development of American civilization and of influence of 
American experience in shaping folklore in American society; attention also to 
representative areas of inquiry and analytical procedures. 
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July in San Jose, Costa Rica 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
SELECTED TOPICS IN AFRO-CARIBBEAN STUDIES - ETH3100 – 3 Credits  
This course will examine a specific topic, theme or issue related to ethnically black 
communities in Costa Rica and Central America. Examples include:  

 Central America and ethnic politics in history and culture 

 Blacks in Central American governments 

 Contemporary black literature 

 History of the black experience in Costa Rica  
 
COSTAN RICAN COLLOQUIUM: HISTORY AND CULTURE – HUM3513 – 3 Credits 
This course will provide students with an introduction to Costa Rican history and culture. 
The outstanding socio-economic and political features that have shaped and defined the 
history and development path of Costa Rica will be explored. The major social issues that 
have emerged since Pre-Columbian times to the present day will be uncovered to provide 
the student with an understanding of how Costa Rica’s present day culture has been 
shaped. Students will have the opportunity to explore 3 main areas: 1) the historical 
dynamics that have influenced contemporary Costa Rica’s cultural profile 2) the global 
and regional dynamics that have influenced the history and cultural development of Costa 
Rica, and 3) the characteristics of Costa Rica’s present day society and culture. 
 
CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY - PSY3050 – 3 Credits  
This course introduces students to the field of psychology, and examines the influence of 
culture on human behaviour and cognitive processes. “Culture” is defined as the shared 
norms, values and behaviours of groups, and of the individuals within those groups. We 
will focus on such topics as cultural factors in self-concept, gender roles, motivation, 
cognition, emotions, relationships and social values. Our exploration will be based on 
psychological theories, research, guest lecturers and field experiences. 
 
CULTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY - PHOT2130 – 3 Credits  
This course covers basic photography as a means of cultural exploration. Through 
practical exercises that apply the information covered in lectures, students can 
consciously explore the Costa Rican culture through the creation of photographic images 
and essays, documenting aspects of Costa Rican Culture through portraiture and 
landscapes. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS IN LATIN AMERICA - ECON3403 – 3 
Credits  
In this course, students will examine Latin American policies that affect the international 
economy, focusing on trade barriers, economic nationalism and regionalism, the 
international political economy, exchange market intervention and the international 
transmission of economic perturbations. 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/costa-rica/july-in-costa-rica/academics#anchor
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CONTEMPORARY LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY - HIS2302 – 3 Credits  
This course provides a survey of the main events in Latin American history after its 
independence. Topics include the historical causes and effects of independence, social, 
economic and political issues, and key historical leaders in modern day Latin America. 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN LATIN AMERICA – POL2500 – 3 Credits 
This course will focus on the case of Costa Rica, giving students an opportunity to explore 
the development of human rights in the following areas: women’s rights, children’s rights, 
HIV/AIDS, the CAFTA agreement and labour rights, indigenous groups and human rights, 
disability and age issues, and the prison environment. 
 
COSTA RICAN TRADITION: PEACE AND DEMOCRACY - POL3100 – 3 Credits  
The objective of this course is to discuss with students the social, economic and political 
issues of the process of building peace and democracy in Costa Rica and Central America 
(1948-2005). 
 
COSTA RICAN ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY: A HISTORY OF POLICY - POL3420 – 4 Credits 
In this course, students will explore the dynamics of environmental management, history, 
policy, politics, and beyond. We will study environmental history and policy at a regional 
and national level, and will explore the emergence of Costa Rica’s cutting edge 
environmental politics and government commitments (the greening of the public sector, 
carbon neutrality and others). The course will look back at Costa Rica’s conservation 
history and critically review its sustainable development model, and will explore the 
“state of the nation and region” in regard to environmental indicators (land use methods 
and statistics, deforestation and reforestation data, contamination and waste indicators). 
The course will identify the individuals and organisations taking authentic action in 
environmental protection, and will take a close look at how government policy translates 
into practice by reviewing case studies of community and grassroots action in forestry, 
organic farming, recycling, cooperatives and women’s environmental groups. Lastly, the 
course will address some of the central issues and challenges facing these activities and 
the resulting environmental conflicts. 
 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN LATIN AMERICA - POL3450 – 3 Credits 
The course will analyse aspects of economic integration, globalisation and conditions 
needed for successful integration between economies, and the effects of free trade and 
protectionism in the region. Special focus will be given to foreign investments and joint 
ventures in Latin America. 
 
REVOLUTION, SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGION IN LATIN AMERICA - THEO3120 – 3 Credits 
This course will provide students with a panoramic view of the influence that spirituality 
and religion have had in Latin America. The Latin American region represents some of the 
most diverse spiritual expression in the world, ranging from Budu in Brazil to the more 
recent expressions of Islam, Judaism and Christianity throughout the entire continent. 
The region has also had a tremendous influence on sustainability and ecological thinking. 
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We will review the region’s most influential thinkers who have successfully combined 
religion with sustainability, such as Leonardo Boff. The course will include a historical 
analysis of various tendencies, and how they have affected the culture, society and 
politics of the region. 
 

 
July in Stirling, Scotland 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
This module explores contemporary issues and debates that shape world politics today. 
It starts by introducing International Relations (IR) theory before turning to two broad 
themes that dominate IR: conflict and peace. Key issues covered include nuclear weapons, 
private military companies, humanitarian intervention and failed states. We will also 
apply the themes of conflict and peace to a case study of the Northern Ireland conflict 
exploring the key political developments and the transition to a post conflict settlement. 
This module will also include a workshop that examines the use of wall murals to 
articulate conflict / post-conflict identity and a guest speaker who will talk about the 
challenges of post-conflict policing in Kosovo. This module includes a day trip visit to 
Belfast where we will undertake a historical / political tour of the city taking in the wall 
murals and other key sites linked with the Northern Ireland conflict. Students taking this 
module will incur a small additional charge for the trip to Belfast. 
 
SCOTLAND THE WHAT? CONTEMPORARY SCOTTISH LITERATURE AND IDENTITY 
The only requirement is interest in Scottish writing and culture. This course examines the 
literary and political currents shaping contemporary Scottish identity, introducing 
students to key twentieth- and twenty-first century texts. We encounter and explain a 
range of cultural debates concerning language, class, democracy and nationhood in 
Scottish writing. With attention focused on the question of independence, recent debates 
concerning Scottish culture and identity gain a heightened political charge. Literature has 
not only reflected but actively shaped such debate. What role has writing played in 
political change, and to what extent has Scottish culture escaped its own stereotypes? 
Excursion: There will be an excursion to Edinburgh, including a visit to the Scottish 
Parliament building and Scottish Writers Museum. 
 
MONSTERS AND VAMPIRES: THE IMPACT OF BRITISH GOTHIC ON CONTEMPORARY 
POPULAR CULTURE 
Focusing on key texts from the nineteenth century, this course aims to explore the ways 
in which Gothic tropes established during this period recur throughout contemporary 
popular culture. We will discuss the representation of monsters and vampires as they 
appear in the British nineteenth-century Gothic texts Frankenstein, the Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and Dracula and their influence on popular narratives such as those 
found in fiction, film, tv and music video. Assessment will be through presentation and 
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essay. This course will also include a tour around The Edinburgh Dungeon and a visit to 
the Gothic theme bar The Jekyll & Hyde. On this excursion we will explore ideas of Gothic 
tourism, Gothic marketing, and the end of Gothic. 
 
WITCHCRAFT IN EARLY MODERN SCOTLAND 
Between 1563 and 1736, during years of political and religious turmoil, around 4,000 
people were accused of witchcraft in Scotland. This module will examine this significant 
aspect of Scottish history, looking at the phenomenon of witchcraft belief as part of early-
modern culture, as well as its prosecution. Other themes that will be covered include: 
religion, popular culture, law and order, illness and death, community tensions and 
gender issues. We will also consider the continuity and development of ideas about magic 
and witchcraft. This module will visit the village of Dunning, Maggie Wall’s monument 
near Dunning, Robert Kirk’s burial site and the Fairy Tree at Aberfoyle, all sites related to 
early modern witchcraft in Scotland. 
 

 

July in Tokyo, Japan 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP & CROSS-CULTURAL STUDIES – 3 US Credits 
In this course students will experience interdisciplinary studies based on global citizenship 
and cross cultural understanding. The course content includes class discussions about 
Japanese lifestyle and culture, global issues, multicultural understanding, cross-cultural 
communication, peace building, current events as well as current event analysis through 
the newspaper, and global citizenship as related to culture, environment, politics, drama, 
music and film. The course will meet independently and will also join other on-going 
classes at Seisen University related to the course topics together with Japanese students 
in order to enhance the learning and cross-cultural experience.  
 

 

January in Barcelona, Spain 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
CONTEMPORARY SPANISH SOCIETY: FROM DICTATORSHIP TO DEMOCRACY 
SPAN 350 (Instructed in English) 
Why are Spaniards currently exhuming mass graves of the Civil War? How can the country 
tolerate an unemployment rate of 20%? Why has Catalan and Basque nationalism 
dominated politics for decades? Why does a country with a historic reputation for 
machismo boast such progressive laws on gender and gay marriages? How come political 
corruption remains so prevalent? This course examines political and social issues relevant 
to Spaniards today. It begins by discussing recent history in order to contextualise the 
major themes of the past few decades. It then moves to those subjects that emerged out 
of the transition to democracy – regionalism, terrorism, and linguistic pluralism – and still 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/japan/july-tokyo-japan/academics#anchor
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account for many of the peculiarities of Spanish politics. The second half of the course 
analyses “Spain’s Second Transition” under José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero by focusing on 
immigration, Islamic fundamentalism, foreign policy, gender and family relations, 
historical memory, political corruption, and the economic crisis. The course is multi-
disciplinary, consisting of a mixture of readings from political science, history, and cultural 
studies.  
 

 
January in Dunedin, New Zealand 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
SPECIAL TOPIC: STUDYING SELFIES - CELEBRITY, SURVEILLANCE AND CYBERSPACE - 
MFCO242 
Prerequisite: 18 points or Head of Department permission 

This paper explores the idea of the 'selfie' as a popular cultural phenomena, as a digital 

process and as a space for communication and cultural expression. Through this paper 

you will learn to think critically about selfies as a discourse, as a cultural practice, as 

techno-socially enabled and as a rich space for communication and critique. You will also 

take many selfies. 

 

Assessment 

Participation in discussions/seminar tasks 20% 

Four written assignments (10% each) 40% 

Image production task   40% 

 
THE CLASSICAL WORLD IN MOVIES - CLAS240 
Prerequisite: 18 CLAS, GREK or LATN points or 54 points 

This paper is a study of the mythology, history, warfare, literature, art, archaeology and 

culture of ancient Greece and Rome in ancient literary and artistic evidence, as depicted 

in movies and on television. 

 

Since the advent of motion-picture technology, filmmaking has drawn upon Classical 

history and recreated Classical myth to entertain modern audiences. Adapting to a new 

medium invariably involves changes to the original sources, and yet some changes result 

from the decision to focus upon different themes or characters, reflecting modern tastes 

and revealing our own cultural concerns. This paper navigates the use of the original 

Classical material in modern cinema and television, from the 'sword-and-sandals' films of 

the 1950s to the digitally enhanced Hollywood blockbusters of the 2000s. 
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Assessment 

Essay (2000 words)     20% 

In-class test     20% 

Final examination (3 hours)   60% 

 
SPECIAL TOPIC: BIOETHICS AND CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY - CHTH217/317 
Prerequisite: 36 100-level points OR 18 200-level points 
Both Christian Theology and Bioethics as disciplines have considered a range of 
controversial ethical issues that face contemporary society in the area of healthcare. In 
this paper the resources of both Christian Theology and Bioethics will be drawn into 
dialogue to enable students to approach these complex issues from new and enriching 
perspectives. The issues to be addressed include euthanasia, abortion, IVF and human 
suffering. In addition, the broader concepts of human autonomy and justice will be 
considered as well as the way in which these concepts connect with issues such as 
dementia, advance directives and health allocation to aging populations. This paper will 
be of interest to students of Theology who wish to consider the interface between 
Theology and contemporary issues debated in society and those with a background in 
medicine and the caring professions who want to consider these bioethical issues from 
the standpoint of Christian Theology. 
 
Assessment 
1,800 word essay    20% 
2,200 word essay    30% 
Final examination (2 hrs)   50% 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO GLOBAL COMMUNICATION - GLBL101 
Interaction between people from diverse cultural backgrounds has never been greater 
than in today’s interconnected and globalised world. There is high demand for skilled 
individuals who can interact effectively with people from diverse linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds and perform successfully in the competitive, global marketplace. GLBL101 
prepares students form the pressing need to develop knowledge, skills and attitudes 
necessary for intercultural communicative competence and responsible, global 
citizenship. 
 
The paper introduces students to foundational concepts of intercultural communication. 
It provides a basic skills-building framework to enhance understanding of the complexities 
of language and intercultural communication in domestic and international settings. 
Students will explore intercultural understanding and skills in dialogue with others, and 
develop a deeper understanding of what it means to be intercultural. During this process, 
students are prompted to learn more about themselves (e.g. their values, beliefs, 
communication styles, attitudes towards different accents) and to challenge their 
assumptions and preconceived notions about other worldviews. 
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This paper is of value for any student who seeks to develop the ability to communicate 
effectively and appropriately in intercultural situations, be it at home or in the 
international setting. 
 
Assessment 
Reflective journal/blog   15% 
Online quizzes     5% 
Cultural profile    15% 
Intercultural case study   25% 
Final exam (2 hrs)    40% 
 
CREATING KIWI FAMILIES: HISTORICAL AND LEGAL PERSPECTIVES FROM 1830 - 
HIST230/333 
Prerequisite: 18 100-level HIST points or 108 points OR 18 200-level HIST or ARTH points 
This paper examines the extraordinary transformation in family forms in New Zealand, 
from 1830 to today. It asks how and why these changes occurred and considers the role 
of the law in shaping these transformations. Topics considered include the shift from 
‘natural’ reproduction to medically-assisted reproduction (e.g. ‘test-tube babies’); 
childlessness; adoption; controlling and enhancing fertility; medico-legal debates over 
parenting; and shifts from the dominant Pākehā nuclear family model to same sex and 
single parent-led families in the twenty first century. 
 
Assessment 
Assignments (2 x 700 words)   20% 
Essay (2,000 words)    30% 
Final exam (2 hrs)    50% 
 
INTRODUCTION TO CONVERSATIONAL MĀORI - MAOR110 
An introduction to Māori language with emphasis on pronunciation, greetings and forms 
of language in particular cultural contexts. 
 
In this course students will develop a basic conversational fluency and proficiency in the 
pronunciation of the Māori language. Students will learn some basic sentence structure 
patterns, gaining confidence in using these patterns both in writing and in speaking, as 
well as aural confidence in listening to basic Māori language. 
 
This paper assumes no prior knowledge of the Māori language and gives an introduction 
to the Māori language with the emphasis on pronunciation, greetings and forms of 
language in particular cultural contexts. 
 
Assessment 
Mahi korero (listening/oral)   40% 
Mahi Whakarongo (listening)   20% 
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Mahi tuhituhi (written)   40% 
 
THE RELIGIONS OF SOUTH EAST ASIA - RELS202/302 
Prerequisite: 36 points 
A study of religion relating to archaeological sites, the arts and contemporary culture. 
Buddhism is the primary focus, but Hinduism, Islam and indigenous, including Chinese, 
traditions are also considered. 
 
Theravada Buddhism is the primary focus of this paper, but the Hindu, Islamic, Chinese 
and indigenous religious traditions of Southeast Asia are also considered. The paper 
studies some of the significant archaeological sites of Southeast Asia (Borobudur in Java, 
Angkor Wat in Cambodia, the Shwedagon in Burma), the association between the arts 
and religion (trance and spirit possession, Cambodian classical dance, Javanese gamelan 
and shadow puppet theater) as well as ritual healing practices, and the use of religion - 
both as a moral force and as the power behind protective devices such as tattoos, amulets 
and yantras - during the time of war. 
 
SPECIAL TOPIC: JUDAISM IN THE MODERN WORLD - RELS230/330 
Prerequisites: 18 200-level RELS or RELX points 
An introduction to Judaism in the modern world, with emphasis on contemporary issues 
and debates. 
 
Although there are only 14 million Jews worldwide, Judaism is the precursor of both 
Christianity and Islam and has played a significant role in the cultures of Europe, the 
Middle East and the US. This paper focuses on modern Judaism, as it developed over the 
last two centuries, so as to understand the beliefs and practices of contemporary Jews. 
 
We will consider questions such as: why are there disagreements between different 
Jewish sects or movements, including Reform, Conservative and Orthodox Judaisms? 
What is the Ultra-Orthodox movement, and are they 'fundamentalists'? What do Jews 
mean when they claim to be the Chosen People? What are Jewish beliefs about a coming 
Messiah in the end times? How does Judaism treat women? What is Jewish mysticism - 
Hasidism and Kabbalah? Why has antisemitism arisen in Europe and in Christianity, and 
how did it result in persecutions and the Holocaust? How did Zionism - the movement to 
establish a modern state of Israel - arise, and what are the religious dimensions of the 
ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine? Can we say that Israel is a secular state, as 
it sometimes claims? This paper provides an introduction to the academic study of a social 
group that challenges the boundaries of religion, politics and culture. No background in 
religion is required. 
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January in Florence, Italy 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
FOOD, CULTURE AND SOCIETY IN ITALY 
This course is targeted towards students with an interest in Italian food traditions, society, 
and culture. The main focus consists of what is generally defined as "made in Italy" culture 
and style in post-war Italy. Also covered are the relationships between Italian traditions, 
folklore and contemporary Italian society drawing from examples including festivals, 
food, tourism, and economy, and the influence of foreign civilisations. Students will be 
asked to regard the subject of food outside of the context of ingredients and the 
procedures used to create a dish; we will instead examine a large scale context in which 
food is either featured as a main component or an integral element in cultural situations. 
Thus the student is asked first and foremost to observe the presented material across an 
anthropologic lens that roves over the entire Italian peninsula. Lectures will be 
complemented by student cooking labs and/or tastings. 
 
THE FLORENCE FOOD AND CULTURE EXPERIENCE 
The city of Florence is a veritable mine of food and cultural experiences spanning from 
the kitchens of the Medici family to the rustic regional cuisine of Tuscany, growing rituals 
such as aperitivo, and high profile restaurants recognised internationally. The aim of this 
course is to introduce students to the food, street, and cultural scenes that set Florence 
apart from other metropolitan cities; encourage the discussion of the historical weight of 
its storied past on the food culture of today, and construct a topographical map that 
indicates the pinpoints of Florence's thriving gastro-cultural activities. Lectures will be 
complemented by student cooking labs and tastings. 
 

 

January in France, Italy and Greece 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 

 Art History 385: Ancient and Medieval Classical Art and Architecture 

 History 385: Ancient and Medieval Mediterranean Cultural History 

 Archaeology 385: Greek and Roman Archaeology 

 Cross Cultural Studies 385: Muslims and Christians in Europe 

 Religious Studies 385: From Polytheism to Monotheism, The Early Christian Period 
in Italy, Greece & France 

 
The Mediterranean Basin: This course builds visual literacy in the history of art and 
archaeology as well as philosophical literature from the Mediterranean Basin from 
Antiquity to the Middle Ages. It cultivates strong research and critical thinking skills and 
develops students’ abilities to synthesise cultural, historical, political and social 
information as it relates to the visual arts. The academic component consists of a series 
of site visits and on-site studies made by academic experts from IAU in addition to local 
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guides and experts in the field of history, art history and archaeology. Students in the 
various sections of the course will attend the same meetings but will have different syllabi 
for readings, papers, discussions and examinations. 
 

 

January in Italy, France, the Netherlands and Czech Republic 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
THEMATIC STUDIES: THE EUROPEAN CITY IN LITERATURE AND VISUAL ARTS 
 

 European Studies 303: Europe and the Urban Space 

 Anthropology 301: The Artist and the City 

 Literature 375: The European City in Literature 

 Communications 375: The European City in the Visual Arts 

 Geography 201: Europe and its Cities 
 
The Great Cities: Exploration of the rise and the establishment of the urban setting as the 
nexus of contemporary European culture and civilisation through cinema, the novel, 
poetry, music and paintings. The course will explore the rise and the establishment of the 
urban setting as the nexus of contemporary European culture and civilisation. The main 
genres will be the novel and cinema but will not exclude poetry, music or painting. 
Students in the various sections of the course will attend the same meetings but will have 
different syllabi for readings, papers, discussions and examinations. 
 

 

January in London, England 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
MEDIA AND SOCIAL CHANGE: CLASS, RACE AND ETHNICITY 
This module focuses on the ways in which non-fiction media such as news, documentary, 
lifestyle journalism and popular factual television articulate and explore contemporary 
experiences of profound social change. It focuses especially on the changing landscape of 
social class, race and ethnicity and asks how the media engages with these changes and 
presents them to its publics. Topics include: narratives of social aspiration and social 
mobility, class labelling, depictions of the upper and elite classes, rhetorics of race, 
immigration, home and belonging. 
 
LONDON: HISTORY, ART AND SOCIETY 
This module provides an opportunity for students to develop an initial understanding of 
the history of London and of some of its most celebrated monuments, heritage and art-
historical sites. It will introduce students to various types of historical artefacts – 
architecture, sculpture, painting and archaeological objects – and to various types of 
historical sources and approaches to them. You will develop a meaningful awareness of 
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the particular character and challenges of London history through these visual and 
material sources as well as texts, both factual and fictional – and different approaches to 
them. The syllabus will include visits to London’s museums and heritage sites such as 
Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London and less well-known sites, off the 'tourist trail'. 
 
UNDERSTANDING GLOBALISATION 
Globalisation is a process crossing social boundaries. It also crosses disciplinary divisions. 
This module is therefore designed to be an introduction to thinking about the new world 
order where moral, economic, political, and ecological issues are intertwined with a 
debate about the future of society. This is now a vogue topic in both academic and public 
spheres and a crucially important topic in current sociological debates. 
 

 

January in Morocco, Spain and France 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 

 Art History 395: Classical Islam and the European Renaissance 

 Cross Cultural Studies 395: Jews, Muslims and Christians in Europe and the Islamic 
World 

 French 395: Cultural History of France and the Islamic World 

 History 395: Cultural History of Europe and the Islamic World 

 Political Science 395: European Politics and the Islamic World 

 Religious Studies 395: Jews, Muslims and Christians in Europe and the Islamic 
World 

 Spanish 395: Cultural History of Spain and the Islamic World 
 
Europe & the Islamic World: This course features an academic, governmental and cultural 
tour of key cities in Europe, including Paris, Granada, Marrakech and Rabat among others, 
and will involve a series of briefings from leading European academic, military, literary 
and political personalities and experts on the European relationship with the Islamic 
world. Participants will attend daily lectures and meetings with distinguished scholars 
from IAU in addition to local guides and experts in the field of politics, art history, history 
and culture. Students in the various sections of the course will attend the same meetings 
but will have different syllabi for readings, papers, discussions and examinations. 
 

 

January in New York City, USA 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
ICBS302: INTERGROUP RELATIONS – UNDERSTANDING PREJUDICE, STEREOTYPING, 
AND DISCRIMINATION – 3 US Credits 
This seminar course will provide an overview of theoretical perspectives, research 
methods, empirical findings, and practical applications of psychological research on 
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prejudice, stigma, and intergroup relations. Students will better understand psychological 
principles underlying prejudiced attitudes and discriminatory behaviours, gain a more 
objective view of their personal beliefs and behaviours, and further develop their ability 
to critically think about the nature of evidence and arguments from a scientific 
perspective.  
 

HIST0210: THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD – 3 US Credits 
This is a survey course of 20th century global history; it covers the period of imperialism 
leading to World War I, the emergence of the U.S.S.R. as a major power, the 
transformation of Europe as a result of World War II, the period of the Cold War, the role 
of the U.S. in the post-cold war world. Special emphasis is placed on the impact of 
geography, science and technology on political, economic and cultural development of 
the world. 
 

 

January in Rome, Florence and Barcelona 
(Click to view course and program details) 
 

 HISTORY 320: History and Culture of the Great Cities of the Mediterranean: 
Rome, Florence and Barcelona 

 INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 320: Politics and Society in the Mediterranean: Rome, 
Florence and Barcelona 

 
The Mediterranean Sea is home to some of the most ancient civilizations in the world. 
This multi-country program will allow students to immerse in the fascinating history and 
culture of some three of the most beautiful and inspiring cities in Europe. We’ll travel 
from the ancient Imperial Rome to the Florence of the Renaissance with Michelangelo 
and Leonardo da Vinci, and finish with the modern and extravagant architecture of 
Gaudi in the vibrant city of Barcelona. 
 

 

January in Tokyo, Japan 
(Click to view course and program details)  

 
JAPANESE ANIME AND POPULAR CULTURE – 3 US Credits 
This course is a survey of Japanese popular culture with particular topics covered as anime 
manga, fashion, music, art, and food. Part of the course will focus on Japanese animation within 
a historic and popular cultural perspective. Both anime and manga will be examined with 
particular emphasis on the art, culture and national and international popularity. The course 
issues a transcript with grade from Seisen University for each session. Four Seisen University 
credits will be given per course per session. 

 

 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/summer-study-abroad/italy/january-in-rome-florence-barcelona/academics#anchor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/summer-study-abroad/japan/january-tokyo-japan


 

  www.cisaustralia.com.au 

Can’t find what you’re looking for? Boston University offers 700+ courses on our July in 
Boston, USA program. You can check them all out here! 
 
Volunteer Abroad Programs: 
 
CISaustralia offer a wide range of Volunteer Abroad programs – over 18 in total – with 
broad project focuses, including community development, environmental conservation, 
wildlife, education, and health. The following are some programs that may complement 
Culture and International Studies students' studies:  
 

 Thailand: Leadership and Cultural Development 
 
View all Volunteer Abroad programs  
 

Intern Abroad Programs: 
 
CISaustralia offer a range of locations – 8 in total – for professional, customised internship 
programs that provide a comprehensive range of services and inclusions.  
 
Please enquire about an internship placement in Culture and International Studies in one 
of our Intern Abroad program locations. 
  
View all Intern Abroad programs 
 

Additional Academic Areas: 
 
For short course offerings in other academic areas, please visit: 
www.CISaustralia.com.au/academic-areas 
 

Enquire: 
 
Submit an enquiry 
info@cisaustralia.com.au 
07 5571 7887 
 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/usa/july-in-boston-massachusetts/academics#anchor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/volunteer-abroad/thailand/leadership-cultural-development-thailand
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/volunteer-abroad
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/contact-advisor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/intern-abroad
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/academic-areas
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/contact-advisor
mailto:info@cisaustralia.com.au

