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Academic Area: 

Philosophy & Religious Studies 
 
CISaustralia is a leading provider of overseas study, intern, and volunteer programs for 
Australian university students. We pride ourselves in providing personally and 
academically engaging programs in each of our carefully chosen overseas locations.  
 
CISaustralia is committed to working closely with partner universities in Australia and 
providing students with academic credit towards their degree for any overseas study, 
volunteer or intern experience. Over 98% of CISaustralia participants receive academic 
credit from their Australian university for their CISaustralia study, volunteer or intern 
program. 
 
Please find the following subjects and associated programs related to Philosophy and 
Religious Studies. (Please note: For exact program dates and subject offerings for 
programs with multiple sessions, please visit the specific program web pages). 
 

 

July in Chiang Mai, Thailand 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY 
This course is an introduction to a wide range of the Buddhist ideas and practices that 
have developed within the diverse regions of South, Central, and East Asia. The course 
covers a wide range of Buddhist traditions: Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana, Chan/Zen, 
Pure Land Buddhism, etc. The course will address several areas of Buddhist Philosophy 
such as social, political, religious vs. non-religious, "who am I?", Buddhist Thought and 
Psychology. 
 

 
July in Chicago, IL, USA 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
PHILOSOPHY AND PERSONS - PHIL 130 – 3 US Credits 
The course examines the way philosophy looks for fundamental characteristics that 
identify life as a properly human life, asks about its ultimate meaning or purpose, and 
raises questions about what counts as a good life. Students will be able to demonstrate 
understanding of the various approaches of the philosophical question of what it means 
to be human. 
 
 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/thailand/july-in-thailand/academics#anchor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/usa/july-in-chicago--illinois/academics#anchor
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HEALTH CARE ETHICS - PHIL 284 – 3 US Credits 
This course studies philosophical ethics as practiced in the health care setting. Students 
will be able to demonstrate understanding of traditional moral theories in a health care 
framework, as well as the varieties of ethical challenges facing contemporary health care. 
 
DIRECTED READING – PHIL350 – 3 US Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must have taken at least two philosophy courses and must have 
department consent. Independent research according to program developed jointly by 
the student and a faculty director. Open to majors and to non-majors with the permission 
of the chairperson. 
 

 
July in Florence, Italy 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
WANDERLUST: THE PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL ART OF WALKING – GSANWA300 – 3 
Credits 
This course will introduce students to the world of walking as an artistic, philosophical, 
political, literary, inspirational - as well as physical - experience. While exploring different 
types of walking, the concept of “wanderlust” will also be analysed and discussed from 
both and anthropological and philosophical perspective, to provide students with a 
thorough overview of the traveling and walking experience both in natural and urban 
landscapes. Different types of walking activities will be an integral component of the 
course, allowing students to reflect upon walking as an act of desire, escape, imagination, 
freedom, rebellion and well-being.   
 
ITALIAN CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE: HISTORY AND RELIGION – LAHSCC285 – 6 Credits 
This field learning course engages the student in topics related to Italian civilization and 
culture through direct experience and on-going research. Places of historic, 
archaeological, artistic, architectural, religious, and culinary importance will be 
introduced on-site as students are guided by the instructor to contextualize an 
interdisciplinary understanding of Italy. The 3-week course focuses on three distinct areas 
of geographic interest in Italy: Northern Italy and its relationship to Europe: Southern 
Italy’s proximity to Middle Eastern and Mediterranean cultures; and Central Italy’s 
cultural dominance due to the Etruscan, Roman and Renaissance influence. Pre-course 
research is required through the analysis and study of designated resources and 
bibliographies. On-site fieldwork and assessment are conducted on a daily basis between 
the instructor and students. Discussion, recording and presentation are essential forms 
of re-elaborating the course topics. The course addresses diverse historic periods of 
civilizations, church and state, political movements and the development of the country 
from empire to unified state. This class includes filed learning hours. Field learning is a 
method of educating through first-hand experience. Skills, knowledge and experience are 
acquired outside of the traditional academic classroom setting and may include field 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/italy/july-in-florence/academics#anchor
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activities, field research and service learning projects. The field learning experience is 
cultural because it is intended to be wide-reaching. Field-related content is not limited to 
the course subject but seeks to supplement and enrich academic topics. Students will 
have the opportunity to integrate theory and practice while experiencing Italian culture, 
art and community within the Italian territory. Faculty will lead students in experiencing 
Italian culture through guided projects and field experiences as planned for the course. 
Field learning will be developed through classroom preparation, follow up projects, and 
guided learning outcomes. Field learning will provide students with the opportunity to 
develop skills and appreciate the multifold components of Italian Culture through direct 
experience. Field education will advance student learning as a relationship-centered 
process. + 150 field learning hours. 
 
WORLD RELIGIONS – LARSWR300 – 3 semester credits 
This is an introductory comparative study of the world’s major religions including 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam and the religions of China and Japan. 
The course will examine a significant number of specific themes in all religions studied: 
the nature of this world and universe, the relationship between the individual and the 
transcendent, ultimate reality, the meaning and goals of worldly life, the importance of 
worship and rituals, the importance of devotion to the master or guru, ethics and human 
action. Excerpts from important texts of each tradition will be analysed. 
 

 

July in Los Angeles, CA, USA 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
AN N EA 10W. JERUSALEM: HOLY CITY – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Enforced requisite: English Composition 3. Not 
open for credit to students with credit for course 12W. Survey of religious, political, and 
cultural history of Jerusalem over three millennia as symbolic focus of three faiths: 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Transformation of sacred space as reflected by literary 
and archaeological evidence through examination of testimony of artifacts, architecture, 
and iconography in relation to written word. Study of creation of mythic Jerusalem 
through event and experience. Satisfies Writing II requirement. 
 
AN N EA M130. ANCIENT EGYPTIAN RELIGION – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to religious beliefs, practices, and 
sentiments of ancient Egypt to study Egyptian religion as coherent system of thought and 
sphere of action that once served as meaningful and relevant framework for 
understanding physical reality and human life for inhabitants of Nile Valley. General 
principles as well as developments through time (circa 3000 B.C. to 300 C.E.). Topics 
include mythology, temple and cult, magic, and personal piety. 
 
 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/usa/july-in-los-angeles-california/academics#anchor
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ANTHRO 142P. ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGION– 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours. Survey of various methodologies in comparative study of religious 
ideologies and action systems, including understanding particular religions through 
descriptive and structural approaches, and identification of social and psychological 
factors that may account for variation in religious systems cross-culturally. 
 
ASIAN M60W. INTRODUCTION TO BUDDHISM – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Enforced requisite: English Composition 3 or 
3H or English as a Second Language 36. Not open for credit to students with credit for 
course M60. Knowledge of Asian languages not required. General survey of Buddhist 
worldview and lifestyle, with focus on those religious doctrines and meditative practices 
most essential to various Asian traditions of Buddhism. Particular attention to problems 
involved in study of religion. Satisfies Writing II requirement. 
 
GENDER M110C. PHILOSOPHICAL ANALYSIS OF ISSUES IN FEMINIST THEORY – 4 US 
Credits 
(Same as Philosophy M187.) Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). 
Requisite for Gender Studies majors: course 10; for other students: one philosophy 
course. Examination in depth of different theoretical positions on gender and women as 
they have been applied to study of philosophy. Emphasis on theoretical contributions 
made by new scholarship on women in philosophy. Critical study of concepts and 
principles that arise in discussion of women's rights and liberation. Philosophical 
approach to feminist theories. May be repeated for credit with consent of instructor. 
Letter grading. 
 
GERMAN 56. FIGURES WHO CHANGED WORLD: COSMOPOLITANISMS WITHIN A 
GLOBAL CONTEXT – 5 US Credits 
 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to strains of German philosophy 
and political thought that focus on cosmopolitanism. Exploration of different historical 
and philosophical engagements with cosmopolitan projects. 
 
PHILOS 4. PHILOSOPHICAL ANALYSIS OF CONTEMPORARY MORAL ISSUES – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Critical study of principles and arguments 
advanced in discussion of current moral issues. Possible topics include revolutionary 
violence, rules of warfare, sexual morality, right of privacy, punishment, nuclear warfare 
and deterrence, abortion and mercy killing, experimentation with human subjects, rights 
of women. 
 
PHILOS 7. INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY OF MIND – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Introductory study of philosophical issues 
about nature of the mind and its relation to the body, including materialism, 
functionalism, behaviorism, determinism and free will, nature of psychological 
knowledge. 
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PHILOS 22. INTRODUCTION TO ETHICAL THEORY – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Not open for credit to students with credit for 
course 22W. Recommended or required for many upper division courses in Group III. 
Systematic introduction to ethical theory, including discussion of egoism, utilitarianism, 
justice, responsibility, meaning of ethical terms, relativism, etc.  
 
PHILOS 31. LOGIC, FIRST COURSE – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours; discussion, one hour. Recommended for students who plan to pursue 
more advanced studies in logic. Elements of symbolic logic, sentential and 
quantificational; forms of reasoning and structure of language. 
 
PHILOS C119. TOPICS IN MODERN PHILOSOPHY: RELATIONSHIP OF MIND AND BODY IN 
EARLY MODERN PHILOSOPHY – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Preparation: one philosophy course. Selected 
topics in one or more philosophies of early modern period, or study in single area such as 
theory of knowledge or metaphysics in several philosophies. 
 
Students learn how Descartes and Spinoza thought about relationship between mind and 
body in humans. Their approach to mind-body problem differs from 20th- and 21st-
century approach in which consciousness plays major role. These early modern 
philosophers struggled with questions that arise from observation that mind appears to 
be thing that acts in some ways independently of body. Investigation of their answers to 
questions including in what way mind has special relationship to particular body and not 
to other bodies; grounds on which one knows that body exists; whether mind can interact 
with body or not; and what human emotions are, and how they dependent are on mind-
body relationship. Examination of two Descartes and Spinoza systematic answers to these 
questions. Students improve skills in interpreting difficult and interesting texts; and learn 
how to work in philosophical framework, which might be very different from one they are 
used to. 
 
PHILOS 129. PHILOSOPHY OF PSYCHOLOGY: MIND AND SOCIETY – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three to four hours; discussion, one hour (when scheduled). Preparation: one 4-
unit psychology course, one philosophy course. Selected philosophical issues arising from 
psychological theories. Nature of perception and issues about perceptual psychology and 
development of important types of representation (e.g., of body, cause, agency) in early 
childhood. Relevance of computer simulation to accounts of thinking and meaning; 
relations between semantical theory and learning theory; psychological aspects of theory 
of syntax. May be repeated for credit with consent of instructor. 
 
How--if at all--do humans have objective, value-neutral access to information about 
external world? Contemporary empirical work on cases of so-called cognitive penetration, 
stereotype threat, and implicit bias suggest that in many cases, background beliefs about 
social stereotypes and prejudices might unconsciously change and shape way we view 
world, beliefs we form about others, and how we navigate social world. By reading 
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contemporary works in philosophy, psychology, cognitive science, and computer science, 
students explore topic and aim to answer questions such as when social biases affect 
perceptions and beliefs about world; whether it matters if we never have objective access 
to information about world; how biases that individuals harbor relate to larger societal 
biases (do they contribute to institutional and structural injustices, are they results of such 
injustices, or both); and what can be done to mitigate effects of social biases on 
individuals and society. 
 
PHILOS 155A. MEDICAL ETHICS: BEGINNING AND END OF LIFE ISSUES – 4 US Credits 
(Formerly numbered 155.) Lecture, three or four hours; discussion, one hour (when 
scheduled). Course 155A is not requisite to 155B. Examination of philosophical issues 
raised by problems of medical ethics, such as abortion, euthanasia, and medical 
experimentation. May be repeated for credit with consent of instructor. P/NP or letter 
grading. 
 
Consideration of beginning- and end-of-life issues in medical ethics. Survey of several 
different ethical theories, used as frameworks for considering and debating issues related 
to abortion and euthanasia. In conjunction with exploring such issues, consideration of 
personhood and moral status; doctrine of double effect; difference between harming and 
benefiting; badness of death; difference between doing and allowing harm; and value of 
autonomy, and what it demands at end of life. 
 
PHILOS 185. MAJOR PHILOSOPHERS OF 20TH CENTURY: LUDWIG WITTGENSTEIN AND 
PHILOSOPHICAL INVESTIGATIONS – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Preparation: two philosophy courses. Study of 
writings of one or more major modern philosophers (e.g., Russell, Moore, Wittgenstein, 
Carnap, Quine). 
 
Study of Ludwig Wittgenstein's work. Main text is best-known writing of his later period, 
Philosophical Investigations (published posthumously in 1953). Wittgenstein is generally 
counted as one of founders of analytic tradition of philosophy. He is as significant to 
development of that tradition as Frege, Moore, Russell, or members of logical empiricist 
school (such as Carnap and Reichenbach). Extent and significance of his influence on 
contemporary analytic philosophy is, however, controversial in several ways. Above all, 
many contemporary philosophers reject his conception of philosophy. It is interesting and 
valuable to study Wittgenstein for that reason: He discusses topics in contemporary 
philosophy from unfamiliar and critical perspective. 
 
PHILOS M187. PHILOSOPHICAL ANALYSIS OF ISSUES IN FEMINIST THEORY: GENDER AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICS – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours. Requisite for Gender Studies majors: Gender Studies 10; for other 
students: one philosophy course. Examination in depth of different theoretical positions 
on gender and women as they have been applied to study of philosophy. Emphasis on 
theoretical contributions made by new scholarship on women in philosophy. Critical study 



 

  www.cisaustralia.com.au 

of concepts and principles that arise in discussion of women's rights and liberation. 
Philosophical approach to feminist theories. May be repeated for credit with consent of 
instructor.  
 
Study covers what nature of gender is, and what its relation to equality and justice is; 
how gender connects to sex and sexuality, race, and class; how gender and sex 
inequality relate to colonialism and imperialism; what origins of gender inequality are, 
and what a world characterized by gender equality would look like; and whether gender 
equality has anything to tell about our relationship to technology and environment. 
Exploration of these questions by reading historical and contemporary essays from 
philosophy and feminist theory, and some feminist novels and stories. Students learn 
to carefully read and explain difficult philosophical texts; clearly articulate and defend 
philosophical views about sex, gender, and equality, both orally and in writing; refine 
and defend their beliefs about what sex equality requires and how to achieve it; and 
take pleasure in challenges of careful and rigorous reading and thinking. 
 
RELIGN 11. RELIGION IN LOS ANGELES – 4 US Credits 
Lecture, four hours. Introduction to varieties of religious experience in Los Angeles and 
its environs. Presentations, required readings, and (where possible) site visits to examine 
selected faiths and spiritual practices throughout Southern California and provide deeper 
understanding of myriad ways that sacred is made manifest and encountered. 
Foundational academic orientations within study of religion (anthropological, historical, 
psychological, sociological, etc.) used as framework to examine and interpret almost 
unparalleled religious diversity of City of Angels. Recognizing that spiritual traditions are 
crucial reflection of region's ever-changing demographics, emphasis on role of ethnicity, 
gender, nationality, and race in shaping of religious landscape. 
 
RELIGN M132. ANCIENT EGYPTIAN RELIGION – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to religious beliefs, practices, and 
sentiments of ancient Egypt to study Egyptian religion as coherent system of thought and 
sphere of action that once served as meaningful and relevant framework for 
understanding physical reality and human life for inhabitants of Nile Valley. General 
principles as well as developments through time (circa 3000 B.C. to 300 C.E.). Topics 
include mythology, temple and cult, magic, and personal piety. 
 
RELIGN M109/ISLM ST M110. INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM – 5 US Credits 
Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Genesis of Islam, its doctrines, and practices, 
with readings from Qur'an and Hadith; schools of law and theology; piety and Sufism; 
reform and modernism. 
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July in San Jose, Costa Rica 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
PHILOSOPHY AND INTEGRATED THOUGHT OF THE CLASSIC WORLD – PHIL3100 – 3 
Credits  
This course provides an overview of the history and selected concepts of major eastern 
and western philosophical movements from ancient times to the Middle Ages. Students 
will reflect on topics such as the mind-body experience, the concept of God, knowledge 
of self and others, predestination versus free will, cause and effect, and other 
fundamental ideas found in classical knowledge. 
 
REVOLUTION, SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGION IN LATIN AMERICA – THEO3120 – 3 Credits  
This course will provide students with a panoramic view of the influence that spirituality 
and religion have had in Latin America. The Latin American region represents some of the 
most diverse spiritual expression in the world, ranging from Budu in Brazil to the more 
recent expressions of Islam, Judaism and Christianity throughout the entire continent. 
The region has also had a tremendous influence on sustainability and ecological thinking. 
We will review the region’s most influential thinkers who have successfully combined 
religion with sustainability, such as Leonardo Boff. The course will include a historical 
analysis of various tendencies, and how they have affected the culture, society and 
politics of the region. 
 
HABITUDES: HABITS AND ATTITUDES FOR EMERGING CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP – HIS3130 
– 3 credits 
In this course, the mentor will be based on the sequence book “habits: shaping the 
leadership habits and attitude of the image” to guide the team to discuss. In today’s 
society, students cannot just seek to survive in school. If campus life is to prepare students 
to meet the unknown future, they must learn to lead. This means that they must first lead 
themselves, in the field of their interest, such as the leader of the general thinking. Over 
the past six years, the “Leadership Growth” program of the Higher Education Institute, 
sponsored by the Kellogg Foundation, has conducted a survey of thousands of students 
from the new millennium. We will also study the development of student leadership in-
depth study.  
 
MAJOR WORLD RELIGIONS – THEO3150 – 3 Credits  
In this course, students will learn about the major world religions: Judaism, Islam, 
Buddhism, Hinduism and others. Questions such as: “What are the core beliefs?”, “Is 
there an afterlife?”, “What is expected of a follower?” and more will be explored. Each 
religion represents a population of God’s sons and daughters, and understanding their 
worldview will help us to better know how to respect and love them. 
 

 
 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/costa-rica/july-in-costa-rica/academics#anchor
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July in Stirling, Scotland 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
RELIGION AND CONFLICT 
Everywhere we look today, from our television screens to the streets of our cities, we see 
conflict in the name of religion. Some at verbal level, some at military level, some at a 
catastrophic level. Why does it appear that religion and conflict seem to go hand in hand? 
This module will explore the nature of this supposed relationship, first by looking at what 
actually constitutes ‘conflict’ (is it the same as ‘violence’, for example?), second, by 
looking at whether such conflict is actually inherent in what we perceive as ‘religion’ 
today, and third, by looking at the role the media plays in defining these terms and their 
relationship for us. Finally, this module broadens its perspective to focus on what global 
lessons can be learned from Europe. The course gives a more critical perspective on what 
we see happening around us in the name of religion, and insight into why some religions 
struggle more than others with the nature of conflict. Students will attend a guided visit 
to Stirling Castle. 
 
WITCHCRAFT IN EARLY MODERN SCOTLAND 
Between 1563 and 1736, during years of political and religious turmoil, around 4,000 
people were accused of witchcraft in Scotland. This module will examine this significant 
aspect of Scottish history, looking at the phenomenon of witchcraft belief as part of early-
modern culture, as well as its prosecution. Other themes that will be covered include: 
religion, popular culture, law and order, illness and death, community tensions and 
gender issues. We will also consider the continuity and development of ideas about magic 
and witchcraft. This module will visit the village of Dunning, Maggie Wall’s monument 
near Dunning, Robert Kirk’s burial site and the Fairy Tree at Aberfoyle, all sites related to 
early modern witchcraft in Scotland. 
 

 

January in Dunedin, New Zealand 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
RADICAL PHILOSOPHY - PHIL106 
A study of radical ideas about the human condition – about freedom, authenticity, 

existentialism, nihilism, feminism, and modernity – from the work of Nietzsche, Sartre, 

and others. 

 

Assessment 

Weekly writing exercise (100 words)  10% 

1,000 word essay    20% 

1,500 word essay    30% 

Final exam     40% 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/scotland/july-in-scotland/academics#anchor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/summer-study-abroad/new-zealand/january-in-new-zealand/academics#anchor


 

  www.cisaustralia.com.au 

POWER AND LIBERTY - POLS301 
Prerequisite: 18 200-level POLS points or one of CHTH 231, GEND 201, GEND 208, PHIL 

221, PHIL 227, PHIL 228, PHIL 234, PSYC 204 

This paper examines the contested nature of the concepts of liberty and power, and the 

different ways that power shapes and constrains our liberty. Are we freer the less we are 

constrained by the power of the state? Or does freedom involve more than being left 

alone to do whatever we wish? Can laws be a source of liberation? Is the will to power a 

cause for celebration, or the curse of modern existence? Is modern surveillance 

empowering, or is it the latest method forcing us to conform? In exploring these questions 

we draw on a variety of thinkers in the history of modern political thought from 

Machiavelli to Foucault. 

 

Assessment 

1500 word essay comprising a close textual analysis  30% 

3000 word research essay     60% 

Tutorial participation      10% 

 

THE RELIGIONS OF SOUTH EAST ASIA - RELS202/302 
Prerequisite: 36 points 

A study of religion relating to archaeological sites, the arts and contemporary culture. 

Buddhism is the primary focus, but Hinduism, Islam and indigenous, including Chinese, 

traditions are also considered. 

 

Theravada Buddhism is the primary focus of this paper, but the Hindu, Islamic, Chinese 

and indigenous religious traditions of Southeast Asia are also considered. The paper 

studies some of the significant archaeological sites of Southeast Asia (Borobudur in Java, 

Angkor Wat in Cambodia, the Shwedagon in Burma), the association between the arts 

and religion (trance and spirit possession, Cambodian classical dance, Javanese gamelan 

and shadow puppet theater) as well as ritual healing practices, and the use of religion - 

both as a moral force and as the power behind protective devices such as tattoos, amulets 

and yantras - during the time of war. 

 

SPECIAL TOPIC: BIOETHICS AND CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY – CHTH217/317 
Prerequisites: 36 100-level points or 18 200-level points 

Both Christian Theology and Bioethics as disciplines have considered a range of 

controversial ethical issues that face contemporary society in the area of healthcare. In 

this paper the resources of both Christian Theology and Bioethics will be drawn into 

dialogue to enable students to approach these complex issues from new and enriching 
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perspectives. The issues to be addressed include euthanasia, abortion, IVF and human 

suffering. In addition, the broader concepts of human autonomy and justice will be 

considered as well as the way in which these concepts connect with issues such as 

dementia, advance directives and health allocation to aging populations. This paper will 

be of interest to students of Theology who wish to consider the interface between 

Theology and contemporary issues debated in society and those with a background in 

medicine and the caring professions who want to consider these bioethical issues from 

the standpoint of Christian Theology. 

 

SPECIAL TOPIC: JUDAISM IN THE MODERN WORLD - RELS230/330 
Prerequisites: 18 200-level RELS or RELX points 

An introduction to Judaism in the modern world, with emphasis on contemporary issues 

and debates. 

 

Although there are only 14 million Jews worldwide, Judaism is the precursor of both 

Christianity and Islam and has played a significant role in the cultures of Europe, the 

Middle East and the US. This paper focuses on modern Judaism, as it developed over the 

last two centuries, so as to understand the beliefs and practices of contemporary Jews. 

 

We will consider questions such as: why are there disagreements between different 

Jewish sects or movements, including Reform, Conservative and Orthodox Judaisms? 

What is the Ultra-Orthodox movement, and are they 'fundamentalists'? What do Jews 

mean when they claim to be the Chosen People? What are Jewish beliefs about a coming 

Messiah in the end times? How does Judaism treat women? What is Jewish mysticism - 

Hasidism and Kabbalah? Why has antisemitism arisen in Europe and in Christianity, and 

how did it result in persecutions and the Holocaust? How did Zionism - the movement to 

establish a modern state of Israel - arise, and what are the religious dimensions of the 

ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine? Can we say that Israel is a secular state, as 

it sometimes claims? This paper provides an introduction to the academic study of a social 

group that challenges the boundaries of religion, politics and culture. No background in 

religion is required. 

 

 
January in France, Italy and Greece 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 

 Art History 385: Ancient and Medieval Classical Art and Architecture 

 History 385: Ancient and Medieval Mediterranean Cultural History 

 Archaeology 385: Greek and Roman Archaeology 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/summer-study-abroad/italy/january-in-italy-greece-and-turkey/academics#anchor
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 Cross Cultural Studies 385: Muslims and Christians in Europe 

 Religious Studies 385: From Polytheism to Monotheism, The Early Christian Period 
in Italy, Greece & France 

 
The Mediterranean Basin: This course builds visual literacy in the history of art and 
archaeology as well as philosophical literature from the Mediterranean Basin from 
Antiquity to the Middle Ages. It cultivates strong research and critical thinking skills and 
develops students’ abilities to synthesise cultural, historical, political and social 
information as it relates to the visual arts. The academic component consists of a series 
of site visits and on-site studies made by academic experts from IAU in addition to local 
guides and experts in the field of history, art history and archaeology. Students in the 
various sections of the course will attend the same meetings but will have different syllabi 
for readings, papers, discussions and examinations. 
 

 

January in London, England 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 
UNDERSTANDING GLOBALISATION 
Globalisation is a process crossing social boundaries. It also crosses disciplinary divisions. 
This module is therefore designed to be an introduction to thinking about the new world 
order where moral, economic, political, and ecological issues are intertwined with a 
debate about the future of society. This is now a vogue topic in both academic and public 
spheres and a crucially important topic in current sociological debates. 
 

 

January in Morocco, Spain and France 
(Click to view course and program details) 

 

 Art History 395: Classical Islam and the European Renaissance 

 Cross Cultural Studies 395: Jews, Muslims and Christians in Europe and the Islamic 
World 

 French 395: Cultural History of France and the Islamic World 

 History 395: Cultural History of Europe and the Islamic World 

 Political Science 395: European Politics and the Islamic World 

 Religious Studies 395: Jews, Muslims and Christians in Europe and the Islamic 
World 

 Spanish 395: Cultural History of Spain and the Islamic World 
 
Europe & the Islamic World: This course features an academic, governmental and cultural 
tour of key cities in Europe, including Paris, Granada, Marrakech and Rabat among others, 
and will involve a series of briefings from leading European academic, military, literary 
and political personalities and experts on the European relationship with the Islamic 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/summer-study-abroad/england/january-in-london/academics#anchor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/summer-study-abroad/morocco/january-in-france-spain-morocco-turkey/academics#anchor
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world. Participants will attend daily lectures and meetings with distinguished scholars 
from IAU in addition to local guides and experts in the field of politics, art history, history 
and culture. Students in the various sections of the course will attend the same meetings 
but will have different syllabi for readings, papers, discussions and examinations. 
 

 
Can’t find what you’re looking for? Boston University offers 700+ courses on our July in 
Boston, USA program. You can check them all out here! 
 
Volunteer Abroad Programs: 
 
CISaustralia offer a wide range of Volunteer Abroad programs – over 18 in total – with 
broad project focuses, including community development, environmental conservation, 
wildlife, education, and health. 
 
View all Volunteer Abroad programs  
 

Intern Abroad Programs: 
 
CISaustralia offer a range of locations – 8 in total – for professional, customised internship 
programs that provide a comprehensive range of services and inclusions.  
 
Please enquire about an internship placement in Philosophy and Religious Studies in one 
of our Intern Abroad program locations. 
  
View all Intern Abroad programs 
 

Additional Academic Areas: 
 
For short course offerings in other academic areas, please visit: 
www.CISaustralia.com.au/academic-areas 
 

Enquire: 
 
Submit an enquiry 
info@cisaustralia.com.au 
07 5571 7887 

http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/winter-study-abroad/usa/july-in-boston-massachusetts/academics#anchor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/volunteer-abroad
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/contact-advisor
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/intern-abroad
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/academic-areas
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/contact-advisor
mailto:info@cisaustralia.com.au

